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SIUE's Schapman trains future opera singers
Many people consider opera to be a very sophis-

ticated art form, one that requires coordination and 
knowledge of foreign languages. It also, of course, 
requires talent. Someone who uses his talent and train-
ing to teach others opera is Marc Schapman, an assis-
tant professor in the department of music at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville.

Schapman was born in Carroll, Iowa. He obtained 
his bachelor’s degree in music from Luther College, 
and his master’s and doctoral degrees also in music 
from Indiana University. Growing up in a small 
Midwest town might seem to present challenges for 
an inspiring opera singer, but Schapman credits good 
early mentors for helping to fuel his interest. 

“I was encouraged by my music instructors at a 
young age to pursue singing,” he said. “I remember 
the first opera I went to and I thought to myself, ‘Hey, 
I kind of like this,’ and became fascinated by all of the 
sets and the singing and the drama and sort of got the 
opera bug at that point in high school.” 

That does not mean that the career path he followed 
was an easy one for a youngster. He was recruited to 
play college football, and was forced early on to decide 
on whether his future was in music or athletics. 

“I was also a theater and dance minor in college, 
and so two days a week I would come late to football 
practice because I was coming from ballet class,” 
Schapman said. “So you can imagine the kind of grief 
that I took on those days.”

From there he moved to Indiana University, which 
has one of the largest music schools in the world with 
about 1,500 majors. 

“If you go to a school like that and really focus on 
yourself and on your craft and absorb yourself into 
everything that is happening there, there are count-
less events every single day in that music program,” 
Schapman said. “Then you can find yourself really 
growing exceptionally as a musician.”

In his role as a music instructor, Schapman not only 
teaches students but also counsels them on how to 
approach a singing career.

 “The field is completely saturated with hundreds 
and thousands of singers who work several other jobs 
other than singing to maintain their livelihood,” he 

said. “It takes a lot of work. It is a big personal com-
mitment to be successful in this field and even if you 
might happen to be among the lucky ones who are 
successful, there is not always a big financial payback 
in this particular field.  And so you have to make sure 
to guide singers into this field who really truly feel 
that this is the only thing that they could do and be 
truly happy doing.”

On top of the training in music, acting, and danc-
ing, opera singers also need to learn foreign languages 
such as French, German and Italian, along with tak-
ing diction classes to make sure that they pronounce 
words correctly.  While audiences for opera have been 
getting older – and smaller – Schapman said that he 
believes that there is hope for the genre. 

“I think that we really need to reach out to the 
young in society,” Schapman said. “And I think there 
are a lot of directors and producers who are now try-
ing to present famous works in the repertoire in more 
accessible ways to contemporary and younger audi-
ences. I think sometimes what happens with a lot of 
our undergraduates in some instances who end up 
being the more successful ones at times is that we sort 
of have to ‘brainwash’ them a little bit.” He is hopeful 
that more and more young people will find a call into 
opera.

 “You get your hands on them and give them classi-
cal pieces to train their voices and the bug sort of bites 
them like it sort of bit me at their age,” Schapman said. 
“A lot of students don’t grow up thinking ‘I am going 
to go sing ‘La Boheme’ or ‘La Traviata.’ I mean there 
are definitely some like that but sometimes we have to 
encourage them down that road.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Professor Marc Schapman during one of his performances.
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The Junior Service Club of 
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon has 
received a $10,500 donation from 
First Clover Leaf Bank towards their 
Boundless Playground Project. The 
community bank recently held a 5K 
run and health fair event in which 
all proceeds were donated to the 
playground project.

The ground, which will be located 
in Edwardsville’s Township Park, 
is slated for a community build in 
late summer as the service group 
has already raised close to $330,000 
towards the project and continues 
to quickly approach its $400,000 
fundraising goal. Over the past 

three years, funds have been raised 
through donations from various 
individuals, groups and local busi-
nesses as well as grants that have 
been awarded and fundraisers put 
on by the Club.

“We’re truly ecstatic that First 
Clover Leaf Bank has taken us under 
their wing so to speak. With the 
funds they’ve given from this year 
and last year, we can tell they want 
this playground as much as we do,“ 
states Christie Lampe, President of 
the Junior Service Club and co-chair 
of the Boundless Playground Project. 
“It’s amazing to see such support 
from our community, local busi-
nesses and our community leaders. 

We’re so close to our goal that we 
can finally see the end in sight. It’s 
really exciting and it’s with special 
thanks to local businesses such as 
First Clover Leaf Bank. Pam and 
her team just simply worked their 
hearts out!”

The group emphasizes that 
though they are close to their goal, 
there is still time for individuals and 
groups to make a contribution. The 
build includes a paver campaign 
and opportunities to purchase 
benches, trees, picnic tables or even 
a section of the playground. These 
are all great markers for celebrating 
family, remembering loved ones or 
honoring businesses, organizations 

and milestones. Those interested 
in making a donation should visit 
the Junior Service Club website at 
www.edglenjuniorservice.org. 

The Junior Service Club of 
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon is a 
philanthropic, non-profit 503 1C 
organization comprised of women 
who are dedicated to making a 
difference in their community by 
enriching the lives of others. They 
strive to foster volunteerism by 
developing members’ interests and 
talents through a variety of ser-
vice projects and fundraising by 
building relationships. Those inter-
ested in becoming a member of the 
Junior Service Club should visit the 
Clubs website at www.edglenju-
niorservice.org.  

First Clover Leaf donates to project
$10,500 goes to Boundless Playground
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From left are Dennis Terry, First Clover Leaf President; Christie Lampe, President of the Junior Service Club of Edwardsville/
Glen Carbon; and  Kelly  Schlechte, JSC Playground Chair.
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The group has one billboard up in Collinsville and Alton, and two in 
Granite City. It also has a Web site – www.madisonleague.org – and a 
Facebook page. The initial focus will be on getting the word out about 
the county’s “productive bi-partisanship” in recent years. “It has given 
us county government that undeniably works well in practical terms,” 
Jellen said. “We believe that recovering similarly cooperative and prac-
tical governance at the state and federal levels is the way forward for 
our troubled nation.”

The billboards depict a donkey and an elephant below the words 
“Working together gave the county government zero debt and lower 
taxes. Why can’t state and federal governments do that?”

The group’s Web site says that the Tea Party and the American Tort 
Reform Association have been portraying Madison County as business 
averse, corrupt and a “plaintiff ’s paradise.” It refers to the ATRA as a 
front group for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

That characterization rankled ATRA spokesperson Darren McKinney 
who said that the ATRA and the U.S. Chamber are, indeed, in agree-
ment that Madison County “taxpayers and jobseekers pay the price 
for hosting the nation’s largest asbestos docket, dominated as it is by 
out-of-state plaintiffs.” But the ATRA has no further connection to the 
U.S. Chamber and is not a front group for anyone other than its hun-
dreds of dues-paying members. In an email response seeking comment, 
McKinney included a sample of its members, which includes Chrysler 
Group, Koch Industries, State Farm and the National Association of 
Home Builders.

 “But speaking of front-groups, the so-called Madison League won’t 
be perceived as credible until it discloses its source(s) of funding,” 
McKinney said. “Of course, with a spokesman for a plaintiffs law firm 
among its principals, simple deduction suggests that the league is 
likely a front for the county’s parasitic personal injury bar, desperate 
to maintain the county courts’ plaintiff-friendly status quo in an elec-
tion year when several judges are up for retention and facing a rightly 
skeptical public.”

Jellen said that Bosworth has worked on Republican Don Weber ’s 
political campaign and has collaborated with Weber on two books. 

The Madison League is a nonprofit and nonpartisan. “We are not a 
Political Action Committee,” Jellen said. “We won’t be advocating for 
a candidate, per se.”

The group has registered with the state as a not-for-profit business, 
he said. 

In the November general election, all 29 Madison County Board 
members are up for election. Madison County Board Chairman Alan 
Dunstan, a Democrat, will be running against Republican Chris Slusser. 
And Chief Judge Ann Callis and circuit judges Barb Crowder, Dave 
Hylla and John Knight are seeking retention. 

 Jellen said the group is accepting donations. So far, they have raised 
about $11,000, much of which has come from Daugherty. Jellen says he 
paid for the group’s Web site. The group has applied to the IRS as a 
not-for-profit business but has not heard back yet, he said. 
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Katie Grable, the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s program director who has been 
involved in booking acts and theater rental, will 
take on  additional duties, said Bob Pfeiffer, direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation.

Grable was Leitner’s immediate supervisor.
“We will work with the people we have in 

order to keep things in order, keep it booked,” 
Pfeiffer said Wednesday.

Grable said that booking more big concerts, 
such as tonight’s Dave Mason show that was 
nearly sold out on Thursday, will be one of her 
priorities. Other changes in Wildey program-
ming will be announced next week, Grable 
said.

Grable said the change means “increased 
responsibilities for both of us,” referring to Bedell. 
“We’re confident that we can handle it.”

Of the transition, Grable said she and her 

colleagues “are approaching it as a real team 
effort.”

Marketing the Wildey and finding the right 
mix of acts have proved difficult. The city is get-
ting marketing advice from industry profession-
als who have volunteered their talents, Dickmann 
previously said as the Wildey prepared for its 
one-year anniversary.

The Wildey ended fiscal year 2012 last month 
with income of $507,334 and expenses of $755,860, 
for a deficit of $248,526, according to the current 
city treasurer’s report.

Ticket sales totaled $306,708, 9 percent above 
the budget.

The Wildey’s first-year budget, which was not 
drafted be Leitner, projected concession income 
of $142,112, but took in only one-third of that, or 
$48,153.

The city budgeted $112,692 for wages and 
salaries, but exceeded that mark by 41 percent in 
spending $158,688.

Most of the Wildey’s workers are part-time 
production and concessions employees.

Walker, a former Edwardsville alderman, was 
the driving force behind the city’s acquisition and 
restoration of the historic downtown theater. The 

city spent about $3 million on the project, which 
recently was given an award by the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 

The Wildey is looked to as an exemplar of 
theater restoration throughout Illinois, Will 
Krause, chairman of the Edwardsville Historic 
Preservation Commission, told the City Council 
Tuesday night.

The Wildey was built in 1909 as a meeting place 
for the International Order of Odd Fellows and as 
an opera house. Most local residents remember it 
as a movie theater. It closed in 1984.

The city acquired the property in 1999 and, 
after failing to find a suitable buyer, undertook 
the restoration.

About 26,000 people attended events at the 
325-seat theater during its first year of operation 
by the city and contributed significantly to the 
revitalization of the central business district.

Walker said Leitner’s departure will not affect 
the work of his group, which contributed $65,000 
to the Wildey last year.

“I think people still believe in the building 
and the project,” Walker said. “I don’t think it 
will hamper our summer and fall fundraising 
efforts.” 
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 They include: Lynn Weller, treasurer; Jamie Bowden, village admin-
istrator; Peggy Goudy, collector; Terry Bruckert, attorney; John Lakin, 
chief of police and emergency services coordinator; Patty Thiede, direc-
tor of finance; Terry Harp, zoning administrator; Larry Kacer, solid 
waste coordinator.

Committee appointments for the year are:

Hughes and Ross Breckenridge.

Jackstadt announced two separate Memorial Day services in the village.
The first will take place at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday at Oaklawn 

Cemetery.
The second is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. on May 28 at the Veteran’s 

Monument in Old Town.
Jackstadt also said nominations for the 2012 G.L.E.N. (Gardening 

Landscaping and Enhancing Nature) Awards are due on or before June 8.
Nomination forms are available at the Village Clerk’s Office in Village 

Hall.
Winners will be honored in the residential, civic/neighborhood and busi-

ness/commercial categories.
G.L.E.N. Committee members will review the nominations and pho-

tograph all entrants before making their decisions based on how well 
individuals or groups have enhanced the beauty of their property through 
gardening and/or landscaping.
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