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The cost of athletics in higher ed
Among the greatest concerns regard-

ing higher education are their budgets. 
With diminishing appropriations from 
state governments for public institu-
tions, and decreasing enrollments 
affecting not only state but also private 
institutions, we see policies of slash and 
burn. Entire academic programs have 
been eliminated, which has oftentimes 
led to a loss of jobs. Yet a number of 
other programs that have nothing to 
do with the main mission of colleges 
and universities – education – seem to 
be untouchable. The most prominent 
example is athletics.

It is interesting that big sports pro-
grams are a feature unique to the 
American higher education system. In 
other parts of the world, particularly in 
Europe and Asia, athletic programs are 
confined to little more than intramural 
activities, which represent a minuscule 
part of their budgets. The question 
is, could we really save significant 
amounts of money but eliminating big 
time sports on campuses?

Erica Blom, a research associate at the 
Education Policy Program at the Urban 
Institute, a Washington D.C.-based think 
tank, came up with some answers to 
that question. She began by asking, “If 
colleges got rid of athletics, how many 
more students could they fund?” Her 
answer? At least 200,000 basic scholar-
ships could be awarded.

In her study published on the Web 
site of the Urban Institute, she reports 
that although some sports programs do 
bring in some revenue, that is not the 
norm but the exception. Other research-
ers have made this point in the past. The 
reason is very simple. Running big-time 

athletic programs require expenditures 
in hiring coaches (some of them with 
much higher salaries than the university 
presidents), athletic scholarships (the 
student-athletes cannot be paid as pro-
fessionals are), facilities (some of them 
monstrous, like some football stadiums 
on campuses), travel, food for athletes, 
sports equipment, uniforms and over-
head. These costs are oftentimes con-
cealed so that programs do not appear 
as expensive as they really are.

After taking into consideration all the 
costs, then adding the revenues from 
ticket sales, alumni donations, confer-
ence distributions, and licensing, Blom, 
using the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) public Division I 
schools finance data, calculated that the 
median school loss was $11 million. In 
other words, if these athletic programs 
were to be removed, it would save $2.5 
billion for these public institutions of 
higher education as a whole. “If this 
money were instead distributed as 
$4,000 scholarships to students (based 
roughly on the average 2016 Pell grant 
of $3,740),” she reported, “an additional 
615,438 scholarships could be distrib-
uted.”

These figures beg the question of why 
U.S. colleges and universities are subsi-
dizing a bad business practice?

Here is when we enter a less logi-
cal course of thinking, one based on 
myths and emotions rather than facts. 
Many colleges and universities claim 
that eliminating athletic programs will 
translate into a drop in financial support 
from alumni and other donors. Yet that 
assumption is not supported by other 
studies, such as a 2009 Congressional 
Budget Office report that concluded that 
there is no evidence that in aggregate, 
athletic programs increase donations or 
student quality. But even if that were the 
case, wouldn’t it be the responsibility of 
the administration of colleges and uni-
versity to educate their alumni regard-
ing where their donations can be more 
effectively used for the mission of the 
college?

Add to that all the scandals that sur-
face in the media about college sports, 
particularly those that have to do with 
sexual assault, the “Mickey Mouse” 
classes offered to athlete students so 
they can stay in the programs, physical 
injuries (particularly concussions in the 
case of football players) and the “cost” 
of college athletics goes far beyond 
monetary considerations.

This does not mean that athletics 
should be banned from campuses. On 
the contrary, intramural competitions 
should be encouraged since they can 
help teach leadership, teamwork, and 
discipline.

Leaders of higher education institu-
tions need to understand that we live 
in an ever-changing world, one where 
new realities require a profound change 
regarding the culture on campus. Since 
we are facing more limitations when it 
comes to sources of funding for educa-

tional purposes, we in academia must 
become more fiscally responsible by 
eliminating programs that are not finan-
cially sustainable, as is the case for most 
sports programs. We should redirect our 
efforts to finance our educational mis-
sion rather than activities that have little 
to do with that mission.

We have to educate our donors about 
the value of investing in students, pro-
viding them with an education that will 
provide them with better standards of 
living. This end is achieved through 
quality education whether in the class-
room, the lab, the field, or through 
special but very impactful study abroad 
experiences.

Finally, we have the moral obligation 
to teach by example what our mission 
is and stay focused on it. And that is 
achievable only by having a high-qual-
ity faculty who inspire and challenge 
students and is that done mostly in 
smaller classes and in more one-on-one 
interactions.

Most likely, our students will end up 
in positions in which they will be super-
vising others, where they will be solving 
problems for their employers and them-
selves, and where they will be called 
upon to serve as examples to people 
close to them. If we cannot exemplify 
good management of resources and the 
triviality of certain activities, we will be 
failing in our mission while placing our 
institutions in jeopardy.
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and since the power source is a battery 
rather than internal combustion, they are 
quieter and better for the environment.

“That’s kind of a cool thing and fits in 
with our Cool Cities program and the 
fact that we are trying to be energy con-
scious,” Keeven said. “With the design 
of our building, and how our lighting 
system works here, this just kind of fits 
into what our city values.”

The electric motorcycle tested by offi-
cers last week is fully equipped. It has 
a siren and LED lights, red and blue. 
There is also the potential for having 
radar mounted on the crash bars, and it 
is capable of running a mobile data from 
the trunk box.

It’s also able to go 150 miles on a 
single charge.

The battery doesn’t have a good 
memory, but Keeven says that’s actually 
a good thing. If the charge is only down, 
say, 20 percent, an officer can plug the 
cord into a standard 110-volt outlet and 
get it back to full charge.

“You don’t have to run the battery all 
the way down to recharge. It’s kind of 
like your cell phones nowadays where 
at any point in time it doesn’t hurt the 
battery system to charge it back up, no 
matter how much or how little remain-
ing battery life there is.”

Having an electric motorcycle for, say, 
Troy Road or Route 157, would make it 
safer for officers to pull over a driver he 
sees texting or talking on the phone.

“Even though an officer might see 
somebody on their cell phone, to try to 
do a three-point turn at a busy inter-
section where you’ve got four lanes of 

traffic in each direction, can be difficult 
and sometimes causes more of a traf-
fic hazard than just letting that driver 
continue on,” Keeven said. “But with 
these motorcycles, their turning radius 
is about as tight as a bicycle. They can 
turn around and stop somebody who is 
texting and driving.”

They could also be used to help offi-
cers patrol the myriad bike and pedes-
trian trails that crisscross the city. First, 
though, Keeven says he needs to receive 
the go-ahead from MCT Director Jerry 
Kane.

Last spring it was Kane who donated 
a couple of black-and-orange IFORCE 
bicycles to the Edwardsville Police 
Department in exchange for increased 
patrols of the trails. The donation gave 
the department a total of four IFORCE 
bicycles. Each has a microphone and 
siren, patrol lights, an open battery 
compartment that can only be unlocked 

with a key, and a public address speak-
er.

“We can now have more officers out 
there for parades and 5K runs,” Bike 
Patrol Officer Jason Penick told the 
Intelligencer last May. “We try to get out 
on the trails and subdivisions and busi-
ness districts, whether it’s Main Street 
or Edwardsville Crossing.”

“We can spot people on their phones 
or no seatbelts,” he continued. “It’s 
good for enforcing the traffic laws. Also, 
I think it brings more attention when 
you’re on a bike and you approach 
somebody on a bike – they’re a lot more 
willing to listen to you.”

Keeven may bring up the issue of 
electric motorcycles at a future Public 
Safety meeting. If enough aldermen 
show an interest, Keeven said he will 
dig deeper into the topic, come up with 
quotes from other manufacturers, and 
look into ways to get it funded.

the way, they painted color-coded 
decals at various places along the 
roads.

“That was a big improvement over 
just the signs,” said Recess Brewing 
owner Matt Flach.

Last year about 200 riders partici-
pated. “We’ve gone up 20 to 30 each 
year, so we’re hoping for about 225,” 

Flach said.
The ride is considered a very casual 

beer ride, and part of the charm is that 
no one bothers much about keeping 
time. And while a couple of dozen seri-
ous riders have been known to show 
up early for an extended ride, most 
participants are content to enjoy a casu-
al ride in the country.

“They’re all experienced,” Flach said 
of the serious riders. “They usually ride 
past our markers and then come back 
for the party. Then we have people 
whose bikes you can tell haven’t been 
tuned up in 15 years.”

The $30 registration fee increases 
to $35 after April 21. Proceeds will be 
donated to Edwardsville Neighbors in 
Need, a charitable organization that 
actively seeks and accepts nominations 
for families facing medical hardship 
within the boundaries of District 7. 
The group has helped 42 families since 
2010.

Participants will receive two pints 
of limited edition Broken Spoke Ses-
sion IPA. Flach describes it as “an easy 
drinking light beer with just a little bit 
of hops kick to it.”

“Definitely not like a pale ale, but just 

enough to get the flavor and aromas 
from the hops,” he said.

Anyone is welcome to meet at Recess 
for the post-ride party, whether they 
participated in the Broken Spoke Brew 
Ride or not. A barbecue company is 
scheduled to set up behind the brewery 
and sell food at the post-ride party.

Riders should check in between 8 
a.m. and 9:30 a.m., when they will
receive a bib number. Final instructions
will be given at 8:55 and riders can 
begin rolling out any time between 9 
a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

All riders must wear helmets.

“The cameras in the booking room 
and the sally port of the Maryville 
Police Department are in need of 
replacement,” Carpenter said. “We will 
also add a camera to the roof of the 
police department that would have an 
overview of the front parking lot.”

Carpenter referred to the new camera 
as a “Craigslist Camera,” and said it 
would provide views of the front and 
side parking lots, the entrance to the 
police department and the entrance to 
City Hall.

“This camera would allow citizens 
to meet in our parking lot to exchange 
on-line purchases or to exchange chil-
dren in child custody situations and the 
meetings would be video recorded,” he 
said.

Short said Brewster Alexander is the 

same company that has done work 
on the village’s camera systems in the 
past.

“These cameras will be compatible 
with the system we already have in 
place,” he said.

In other news, trustees approved an 
ordinance authorizing the execution 
of a water service and pre -annexation 
agreement.

Maryville entered into the agree-
ment for a property located in the Blake 
Trails Subdivision.

Village Clerk Jolene Henry reported 
the solid waste and recycle volumes for 
the village during the month of March.

Republic Services picked up 181 tons 
of trash and 55 tons of recyclables.

Large item pickup has been sched-
uled for April 30 to May 3. Residents 
are reminded that construction materi-
als will not be picked up during the 
large pickup days.

The village-wide yard sale has been 
scheduled throughout the village from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 28.

Hawley trails in
fundraising race

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Republican Josh Hawley raised a little 
more than a third of what Missouri Sen. 
Claire McCaskill did during the first 
quarter of this year, and the incumbent 
Democrat ended March with five times 
as much cash on hand, finance reports 
show.

Hawley’s campaign reported Thurs-
day that it raised $1.5 million from Jan-
uary through March, while McCaskill’s 
campaign reported last week that it had 
raised more than $3.9 million during the 
same period. The senator ended March 
with $11.5 million in cash on hand, 
while Hawley reported having $2.1 mil-
lion.

Hawley, the state’s attorney general, 
chided McCaskill for using a “liberal 
donor base” to boost her fundraising. 

Illinois woman gets life sentence
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia (AP) — An 

American woman who plotted to go 
on a Valentine’s Day shooting rampage 
at a Canadian mall was sentenced to 
life in prison Friday with no chance of 
parole for nearly a decade.

Lindsay Souvannarath of Geneva, 
Illinois, pleaded guilty last year to 
conspiracy to commit murder in a plan 
that involved opening fire at a mall in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia in 2015.

Nova Scotia Supreme Court Justice 
Peter Rosinski said that Souvannarath 
is and will remain a threat to society. 
He said she has not expressed remorse 
for her plot.

Rosinski also said that if the plan to 
kill unsuspecting shoppers had not 
been interrupted by an anonymous tip 
and the quick actions of local police, it 
would have been carried out.

Rosinski said his sentence was partly 
shaped by the principles that apply 
to terrorism. While he told the court 
the motivations and intentions in the 
case aren’t precisely the same as those 
related to terrorism activities, he said 
the crime requires the court to “send a 
clear message” to those conspiring to 
kill multiple people that “they will pay 
a heavy price.”

The judge also gave Souvannarath 
credit for time served in custody, so 
she will be eligible for parole in seven 
years.

Police thwarted the planned attack 
after receiving an anonymous tip, but 
Souvannarath had already boarded 
a plane in Chicago bound for Nova 
Scotia.

Her co-conspirator, James Gamble, 
killed himself as police surrounded his 

Halifax-area home. Souvannarath was 
arrested at the airport.

A third accomplice — a local man 
described in court as the “cheerleader” 
of the plot — was previously sentenced 
to a decade in jail.

When Rosinski asked Souvannarath 
if she would like to address the court 
prior to sentencing, the 26-year-old 
said: “I decline.”

Before delivering sections of his deci-
sion orally in court Friday, the judge 
entered new letters from Souvan-
narath’s parents and grandparents as 
exhibits in the case. The parents of both 
Souvannarath and Gamble were in 
court for the sentencing.

At the time the plot was being 
planned, Souvannarath and Gamble 
were unemployed and lived with their 
families.
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