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One of the current urban legends cir-
culating about is that college students are 
intolerant to a diversity of views and have 
a selective attitude towards free speech. 
Epitomized by a few highly publicized 
cases highlighted in the media, especially 
conservative ones, the idea of intolerance 
as a feature at colleges and universities 
has now become part of the conventional 
wisdom. But, is it true?

As usually happens with legends, 
impressions may be just a reflection of a 
distorted reality.

According to a study carried out last 
year but published a few weeks ago by 
Gallup and the Knight Foundation, stu-
dents’ attitudes toward free speech shows 
support for open learning environments 
that protect free speech while promot-
ing diversity and inclusion. The study 
was carried out by randomly surveying 
3,014 U.S. college students from 39 public 
and private institutions across the U.S., 
including six historically black colleges 
or universities, to gain a sense of what 
those college students think about First 
Amendment issues. The results of the 
study challenge conventional wisdom.

For example, 70 percent of U.S. col-
lege students believe that offensive speech 
should be allowed for the sake of freedom 
of speech. That is down from 78 percent 
in 2016. Sixty-one percent said that their 
campus climate prevents certain groups 
from saying things because they might be 
seen as offensive, up from 54 percent the 
previous year. 

But probably the most important sta-
tistic emerging from the study is that 90 
percent said that protecting free speech 
rights is very important or extremely 
important, while 83 percent said promot-
ing an inclusive society is very important 
or extremely important.

When it came to prioritizing, these col-

lege students ranked promoting an inclu-
sive society over protecting free speech 
rights, 53 percent to 46 percent. About 65 
percent of black students, Democrats and 
women chose a “diverse and inclusive” 
society over one protecting free speech 
rights, while 70 percent of Republican 
students favored free speech. Sixty-six 
percent of the voluntary respondents 
identified themselves as Democrats or 
Democrat-leaning. 

Do comments students hear on campus 
in reference to their race, ethnicity, or 
religion make them feel uncomfortable? 
About 25 percent of all college students 
said yes, with about 43 percent of black 
students answering yes. This number is 
nearly double that of white students who 
answered yes. About 39 percent of all stu-
dents who said that they felt uncomfort-
able participated in protests for diversity 
and inclusion in 2017.

These feelings generated different levels 
of reactions from students. Although most 
of them did not protest on their campus 
last year, among those who did 26 percent 
attended demonstrations regarding diver-
sity and inclusivity while only 12 percent 
attended a protest related to free speech 
issues.

Interestingly enough, 61 percent of stu-
dents said that they agree or strongly 
agree that the climate on their campus 
prevents some people from saying things 
they believe. That is up from 54 percent in 
the 2016 survey.

One of the factors that seems to influ-
ence the current climate about free speech 

is – not surprisingly – social media.. 
Because of the lack of face-to-face commu-
nication or simply because of anonymity, 
people tend to say things that they would 
not under other circumstances. To begin 
with, 57 percent of students said in this 
poll that discussions on political issues are 
taking place online instead of face-to-face. 

Thus, it is not surprising that more than 
80 percent of students see social media 
as responsible for a rise in hate speech. 
And that makes a lot of people uncom-
fortable. Sixty-six percent of college stu-
dents responding said schools should 
restrict hate speech, with 52 percent of 
Republicans favoring restrictions.

That does not mean that college stu-
dents are well informed about their cam-
pus policies regarding this topic. Sixty 
percent of them said they were unsure 
about whether their college had a speech 
code, a free speech zone or had ever dis-
invited a speaker.

Furthermore, 73 percent of students 
said that they favor campus restrictions 
on offensive language such as slurs 
against groups, while 60 percent believe 
that stereotypical costumes, painted faces 
and the like should be banned. Not sur-
prisingly, that measure is largely sup-
ported by African Americans, women and 
Democrats.

In these times of “fake news” parlance, 
unrestricted social media sources, and 
attention only to media that agree with 
people’s political point of views, it is not 
surprising that the American public in 
general have had an increasing suspicion 
and even disdain towards conventional 
media outlets. In a 2016 Gallup poll, 32 
percent say they have “a great deal” or “a 
fair amount” of trust in media, with only 
14 percent of Republicans expressing trust, 
down from 32 percent in 2015. Confidence 
in media also continues to drop among 

younger and older Americans.
Yet it seems that in 2017, college stu-

dents were not that distrustful of tradi-
tional news sources. In fact, 50 percent 
of students said they had “a great deal” 
or “a fair amount” of trust in the news 
media, an 8 percent jump from the num-
ber reporting in 2016. However, it seems 
a factor behind those significant changes 
in attitudes has been the result of the 
last presidential elections. For example, 
before the 2016 elections Democrats and 
Republicans had similar views on the 
security of First Amendment freedoms. 
Since then, Democratic students are less 
likely to see those freedoms as secure in 
comparison with Republicans.

That may explain why a number of 
independent newspapers, such as The 
New York Times and The Washington 
Post, have seen their circulation numbers 
increase in spite of the ease to which 
their content can be viewed online. That 
increase in circulation seems to be pro-
pelled by Democrats, whose trust in the 
news media made a gigantic jump in just 
a year, from 44 to 64 percent. Republicans’ 
trust in the news media, by contrast, has 
declined to an all-time low of 34 percent 
among college students.

All these statistics seem to indicate 
that U.S. college students struggle to 
find a balance between First Amendment 
rights and the curtailment of hate speech. 
Unfortunately, not that many campuses 
are taking significant steps in providing 
guidance in this area.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer 
and college professor with leadership 
experience in higher education.  He can 
be contacted through his website at: 
http://www.aromerojr.net.
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“Whitley would’ve turned 16 on Feb. 2 and we 
had done a birthday celebration for her previously 
the first year after I lost her. We did something on 
a much smaller scale that was much more kid-ori-
ented. We had a really good turnout for that,” Jen-
nings said. “We are expecting a really good turn-
out (for the gala) from the response we’ve had on 
Facebook.”

The gala will feature food from Bella Milano, 
Catrina’s and Source Juicery, followed by live music 
from The Gusto, a band based in Edwardsville.

A silent auction, raffles and door prizes will also 
be featured.

Jennings said some of the items available will 
range from Luke Bryan concert tickets to prom or 
car care packages, among other amenities.

“We have Imagine Dragons tickets right now, 
we have a Tiffany bracelet. We’re also going to 
have packages such as a room makeover package, 
which will include a room of choice to be painted 
and some gift cards for decorating accessories and 
things like that,” Jennings said. “We have lots of 
really great items donated.”

Tickets for an individual adult are $40, plus a 
$4.28 fee, which includes music, food and three 
drink tickets for wine or beer. Individuals under 
21 must pay $15 per ticket, plus a $2.89 fee – music, 
food and soda are included. Tickets for a table of 
eight are $275 plus a $17.39 fee and couples are $70 
each with a $5.95 fee.

All tickets must be purchased online and are 
available.

The proceeds received from the event will be 
divided in two – the first half of the proceeds will 
be used to create a scholarship in Whitley’s memo-
ry to be awarded to one of her classmates in 2020, 
the year she would have graduated. The scholar-
ship will be awarded based on a student’s past vol-
unteer work and his/her plans for the future.

The rest of the proceeds will be contributed to DIPG 
collaborative research.

Jennings said the goal amount of funds to raise is set 
at $20,000. She said Whitley’s Wishes will start accept-
ing scholarship applications next year before award-
ing it in the spring of 2020.

“We will start accepting applications sometime next 
year. We’re still ironing out all of the details on that 
and what we’re going to require for it. Basically right 
now, we’re just raising the money for the scholarship. 
Once they are juniors, Whitley would be a junior next 
year, we start accepting applications probably in the 
fall next year for the scholarship,” Jennings said. “We 
will award the scholarship in 2020, right before they 
all graduate.”

Jennings said ultimately, she hopes those who take 
part in the gala event understand the importance of 
DIPG research and also shed some light on her daugh-
ter’s legacy.

“I feel like the event is really important for the 
mere fact that DIPG gets zero money for research. 
This is the primary way money is raised for DIPG 
is by other grassroots organizations like mine,” 
Jennings said. “Besides raising the money, creating 
awareness around the disease I feel is important. I 
hope also to honor my daughter’s memory – just to 
make sure that no one forgets her and forgets the 
amazing person that she was.”

To purchase tickets for the gala, search for “Whit-
ley’s Wishes, Inc.” on Facebook or visit its website 
at www.whitleyswishes.org. 
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One of their children was 
under a year old, and the oldest 
was 16. Each of them brought 
different needs to the table.

“This is our ninth CASA 
child, and we’ve really enjoyed 
each one,” Georgia Schefft says.  

“They’re very different. They 
come into CASA for a variety of 
reasons, and we truly enjoyed 
the experience.”

Each time their child has a 
court hearing, Walt and Geor-
gia Schefft write a report that 
goes to the judge, the lawyer 
and the guardian ad litem, a 
volunteer attorney who acts as 
a third-party investigator who 
reviews a child’s family situa-
tion. Georgia Schefft says that 

she and her husband stay on 
top of things like school per-
formance, doctor and dentist 
appointments and other tasks 
“to try to make sure that the 
kids have a normal life.” 

Most volunteers spend sev-
eral hours a week on their cases 
although the amount varies 
with the complexity and stage 
of each particular case. There is 
time spent on interview prepa-
ration, investigations, docu-

mentation and report writing, 
according to the CASA website. 
Contacts are made both over 
the phone and with personal 
visits. Volunteers commit to 18 
months of service once they’re 
assigned to a child, in order 
to stay with the case until it is 
fully resolved. 

Volunteers provide a child 
with one consistent, caring 
person during a very difficult 
time.

“The children are very enjoy-
able,” Georgia Schefft said. 
“It’s a whole range of ages. 
My husband was basically 
elementary school, and I did 
mostly babies and pre-school, 
so it doesn’t matter what age. 
Between the two of us, we’ve 
got a pretty good rapport with 
children.”

More information about 
being a CASA volunteer can be 
found by calling (618) 234-4278.

ContinuedfromPage1

The students carefully, 
without touching the tape, 
pushed the paperclip onto 
the first tape type until the 
paperclip securely hung 
from the tape.  “You’re 
going to very carefully place 
a washer on the paper clip. 
You’re going to take turns 
with your team to see how 
many washers you can get 
for the first tape, duct tape, 
until the paper clip falls.  
You’re going to write it 
down on the tally sheet.”

“Do not throw the paper-
clip on and most important-
ly do not make your paper 
clip move by touching it 
because it will pull it off the 
tape. Be very, very gentle,” 
Unger emphasized.

The students proceed-
ed to test all five types 
of tapes.  “I will tell you 
that there was one fourth 
grade team last week that 
was able to get 19 washers 
on one of the tapes’ paper 
clips,” Unger said.

After the students fin-
ished their experiments on 
the five tape types, Unger 
asked each group to reveal 
which tape held the most 

washers.  “So masking 
tape for every group was 
more adhesive for this par-
ticular experiment than 
packing tape, duct tape, 
electrical tape and clear 
(scotch) tape,” she said.  
“Now we are going to add 
a variable.  The variable is 
that we are going to add oil 
to this.  Not like cooking 
oil. We are going to add oil 
from your fingertips.”

“Rub your fingers, do 
you feel that they are a lit-
tle bit slick,” Unger added. 
“That is oil that your body 
produces naturally and 
tape does not like the oil 
on our fingers. One mem-
ber of your team is going to 
very carefully pick up your 
Stick-O-Meter, take a fin-
ger - and one time and one 
time only - push it against 
the adhesive side of each 
type of tape because we are 
going to add the variable 
of fingerprint oil on our 
tape.  We are going to see 
if adding oil makes it more 
adhesive or less adhesive.”

The students then 
repeated the experiment 
with the added variable 
of fingertip oil and tallied 
their washer count as the 
paperclip fell.  

Unger then had each 
group reveal their findings 
with the added variable.  
The result was mixed with 

some groups still having 
masking tape as the best 
adhesive but others found 
electrical tape and packing 
tape to be more adhesive.  
“On the first trial, the clear 
winner in terms of adhe-
siveness without the vari-
able of oil was masking 
tape for every group, but 
now we have some differ-
ent results. It wasn’t just 
masking tape.  So what do 
you think possibly could 
have impacted or caused 
the change in the results?” 
Unger asked.  

After discussing poten-
tial reasons for the vari-
ous results, Unger turned 
the students’ attention to 
the popsicle stick that had 
been drying.   She had the 
students carefully rip off 
each piece of construction 
paper noting how easily it 
ripped off and if any con-
struction paper remained 
on the stick.  “If it rips off 
easily and there’s no con-
struction paper left stuck 
to the stick, that means it 
didn’t adhere very well. 
If it’s hard to get off, that 
means it adhered very 
well,” Unger pointed out. 
“It’s different on the lami-
nate (plastic) side because 
it’s much sturdier a mate-
rial than paper.  So you’re 
going to have to gauge that 
one by feel.  Which one 

was the easiest to peel off?  
Which one was the hard-
est?”

Again Unger engaged 
the students in group 
discussions about which 
adhesive adhered best to 
the construction paper and 
then plastic.

Unger explained that 
there were six days worth 
of these Mad Science activ-
ities and that the parents 
paid for their student to 
attend after school.  “They 
couldn’t pick and choose, 
but they don’t have to 
come to all of them,” she 
said.  “So far it’s been a lot 
of fun.  They are learning 
to work together and com-
municate.  Things that are 
easier for some than oth-
ers,” Unger noted.  

“Each team is teaching 
two of the units,” Unger 
added.  “Julie Luitjohan is 
doing chemical reactions 
and they are doing the 
glow in the dark and mak-
ing slime.  This (adhesives) 
I think, is really interesting.  
You wouldn’t realize that 
you can hold that many 
washers.  The kids have a 
good time with it, and it 
gives them something else 
to do if they aren’t on the 
soccer team or doing some-
thing else after school to 
explore other facets.  They 
really, really enjoy it.”

SCIENCE

Columbus Elementary School teacher Susan Hedge works with Miles Rosenthal, left, and  Rhianna 
Watters on an activity during the school’s Mad Science period.
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