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The Roman Empire was one of the 
largest and most powerful regimes 
in human history, despite its many 
faults. Most historians will agree that 
the causes of why that empire fell were 
a combination of factors including, but 
not limited to, the invasion by the 
Barbarians from the north, the loss of 
traditional values, and military over-
spending.

Last week I reported in this column 
on how a fiscal shutdown of the federal 
government would affect higher educa-
tion. Now that a two-year budget has 
passed, allowing the government to run 
until late March, we have a better idea 
of what is to be expected for higher 
education over the next 24 months. Last 
Monday President Trump sent Congress 
a $4.4 trillion budget, which included 
drastic cuts in domestic programs and 
large increases in military spending. 
That, combined with the tax cuts recent-
ly enacted, has analysts agreeing that 
this plan will result in a $7.1 trillion 
deficit over the next decade.

Let’s examine this budget – and its 
potential effects on education – one 
step at a time.

The Congressional agreement, titled 
“The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018,” 
includes $4 billion for what they call 
“student-centered programs that aid 
college completion and affordability.” 
Although this sounds good, there are 
very few details about this plan beyond 
that the measure will cover “programs 
that help police officers, teachers, and 
firefighters.” According to some politi-
cians involved in this deal, including 
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Washington), this 
should help low-income students, first 
responders, and teachers to deal with 
the student-debt crisis. However, the 
lack of details means that we will have 
to sit and wait to understand what it 

really means. 
Also, as reported in this column 

regarding how the new tax code was 
targeting private institutions of higher 
education for ideological reasons by 
taxing their endowments, there were 
some unintended victims of this anti-
intellectualist move. One was Berea 
College.

Berea College is a small (about 1,600 
students) liberal arts college. Founded 
in 1855, it was the first college below 
the Mason-Dixon Line to become coed-
ucational and racially integrated. And 
today, it provides education free to its 
students. This generosity is made pos-
sible thanks to its large endowment 
(over $1 billion). 

Republicans seem obsessed with 
private colleges and universities that 
have large endowments, and what 
they see as their liberal agendas. As 
a result, these institutions were hit 
with a 1.5 percent tax on those endow-
ments. Luckily for Berea, it is located 
in Kentucky (about 35 miles south of 
Lexington), which is the home state 
of Republican Senate Majority Leader, 
Mitch McConnell, who introduced a 
compromise in the senate plan. 

Sen. McConnell also included a pro-
vision that authorizes the education 
secretary to exempt colleges from the 
potential loss of federal Title IV funds if 
they operate in economically distressed 
areas. That seems to be directed to help 
Southeast Kentucky Community and 
Technical College, whose students have 
a high loan-default rate. Sometimes it 

pays to be in the right state. 
Although the bill also provides 

$100 million in relief for institutions 
in Puerto Rico, it does not provide 
any dollars for immigration or those 
enrolled in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, 
most of whom are now of college age. 

But how about the new proposed 
White House budget? 

To begin with, it does not embrace 
the budget passed by Congress as 
described above. Secondly, it keeps 
increasing the federal deficit well 
beyond what Congress wanted, and, 
obviously, well out of line with the 
Republican orthodoxy of balanced 
budgets. There is an extraordinary 
increase in military spending of $195 
billion over the next two years. That 
is shocking given that the U.S. already 
spends more on national defense than 
China, Saudi Arabia, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, India, France, and Japan 
combined. In fact, defense spending 
accounts for almost 16 percent of all 
U.S. federal spending. 

Amidst all of this spending, ideology 
continues to drive budget cuts in other 
areas. For example, the fiscal 2019 pro-
posed budget for the Environmental 
Protection Agency will represent a $2.8 
billion cut (or 34 percent) from its cur-
rent level. How is it doing that? By vir-
tually eliminating all climate change-
related programs and cutting the agen-
cy’s Office of Science and Technology 
by nearly half, from $762 million to 
$489 million. 

The justification for these cuts is that 
the EPA will be refocusing on what it 
calls “core activities” and eliminating 
“lower priority programs.” Evidently 
for the White House, climate change – 
the worst environmental crisis in human 
history and whose economic and social 

consequences will be disastrous for 
civilization – represents a “low prior-
ity.” Other programs facing reduction 
or complete elimination are those that 
promote partnerships with the private 
sector in dealing with climate change, 
the protection of marine estuaries (one 
of the most fragile ecosystems), and 
environmental education training.

Although most political observers 
believe that this budget proposal is 
unlikely to pass in its current form, it 
does reveal a number things about the 
current White House that are not that 
surprising. 

One is an utter contempt for science, 
a feeling shared by most members of 
the Republican caucus. Another is the 
adamant position of ignoring climate 
change, which, for them, has become 
as bad a term as “Obamacare.” It also 
represents a reckless disregard for the 
well being of the citizens of this coun-
try and the world as a whole. As long 
as they keep certain sectors of corpo-
rate America and their base happy, why 
should they care?

Our country is facing now some of 
the very same threats that caused the 
collapse of the Roman Empire: military 
overspending, and the deterioration of 
traditional values, evident in the rejec-
tion of demonization of immigrants, 
and the outright hostility for knowl-
edge. The Barbarians are again at the 
gate, only this time they are coming 
from within by occupying positions of 
power within government in its three 
branches.

Think about it. 
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Public Works also recommended the amendment be 
passed on first reading by City Council Tuesday and a 
suspension of the rules was requested.

Alderman Craig Louer made to move forward with 
the amendment. All were in favor.

With alderwoman Janet Stack also in favor, the motion 
will approach the Administrative and Community 
Services Committee Thursday where it was also recom-
mended to Council for final approval. 
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“It’s nice to see someone step 
into this role with 25 first grad-
ers and have such control and 
confidence,” Jarvis added.  “But 
at the same time she’s so self-
reflective and loves to look at 
every lesson after she’s done 
and say, ‘What could I do differ-
ent, how could that have been 
better?’ It’s nice to see that at 23 
years old.”

Gilchrist, who is from Mount 
Vernon, is in her last semes-
ter of student teaching at 
SIUE.  She will student teach at 
Goshen through February and 
then move to a student teaching 
position at a Bethalto preschool 
to get preschool experience 
there.  Gilchrist will then grad-
uate in May with certification 
to teach Early Childhood – birth 
through second grade.  

Although Gilchrist is excited 
to also have the opportunity to 
get experience at a preschool, 
she’s going to miss being at 
Goshen Elementary.  “Now it’s 
like my family.  I wish I could 
finish out the year with them. 
I’m very lucky to be here,” she 
said.

Gilchrist is quite familiar 
with the demands of being a 
teacher.  “My mom is a teach-
er. She’s been a teacher for a 
long time.  She’s a fourth grade 

teacher.  She loves that, and so 
I’ve always been around it, so 
I’ve seen all the ups and downs 
to it,” she noted.

She said that she chose teach-
ing as a profession because she 
loves kids. “I actually work 
at - well I can’t this semester 
because I’m student teaching – 
but I worked at the ECC – early 
childhood center - on campus, 
and I just fell in love with 
them,” Gilchrist said.  “I love 
seeing them when they learn 
something new.  It’s like a light 
bulb, and I love caring for chil-
dren.  It’s just a lot of fun.   I 
like helping others too.”

The morning of Feb. 1, 
Gilchrist led Jarvis’ class 
through a lesson and activity 
that taught the first graders 
about the meaning of the word 
burrow as she connected it to 
Groundhog Day.  She began 
by reading the book, “Gretchen 
Groundhog, It’s Your Day.” 

The story is about a young 
groundhog who feels ner-
vous for her first Groundhog 
Day debut.  The first grad-
ers had already learned about 
Groundhog’s Day and what it 
means if the groundhog sees 
his shadow or not. While read-
ing the story, Gilchrist dis-
cussed and made connections to 
Gretchen’s feelings as she dis-
cussed them with the students.

While the main focus of read-
ing the story was to learn the 
term, “burrow,”  the setting of 
the book is primarily a ground-

hog’s burrow.  Gilchrist used 
the illustrations to help the stu-
dents generate ideas of what 
they would want their bur-
row to look like if they were a 
groundhog.

The first graders were quite 
creative in identifying items they 
would have in their groundhog 
homes.  They included practi-
cal items like lights, toilets and 
windows, but also some luxury 
items like a hot tub and swim-
ming pool.

“They are hilarious. I’m used 
to preschool,” Gilchrist noted 
about why she enjoys teach-
ing first graders.  “You get the 
sweetness, but you also get 
that funny.  You never know 
what’s going to come out of 
their mouth.  I love it.” 

Jarvis agreed about the humor 
the students bring to their days 
and added that she also enjoyed 
the honesty of the students’ com-
ments – even when one pointed 
out that she had forgotten to 
comb her naturally curly hair.  

After discussing the story and 
the items the students would 
want in their burrow, the stu-
dents went back to their desks 
to create and design their own 
groundhog burrow as well as 
write a narrative about it.  

Jarvis felt that Gilchrist would 
make a wonderful teacher.  “It’s 
nice to see someone young com-
ing in and so energetic and 
excited about teaching,” Jarvis 
said.  “She’s just a really solid 
candidate.”
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Rev. Jarian Stith is the pastor at Wesley Chapel. “We 
are honoring people within the community,” he said. 
“These are unsung heroes, people who would not nor-
mally be recognized.”

Irma Rice is one of the honorees. “She is soon to be 
94,” Stith said. “She is our oldest member. She’s been 
at Wesley most of her life. She’s been a Sunday school 
teacher, in the choir, and worked with youth. She’s seen 
a lot of history here,” he said.

A long-time crossing guard who has lived and 
worked in Edwardsville for years will also be hon-
ored.

The Lincoln School Foundation will be honored for 
their work with the Lincoln Alumni Foundation. The 
NAACP will be honored, as well as the Glen Ed Food 
Pantry.

“We serve as a satellite for the SAK program,” Stith 
said. The SAK program provides free lunches to chil-
dren over the summer. “We’ve worked with the pan-
try,” he said.

“Minister Arnold Bratton is the chair of the Bratton 
Center,” said Stith. “It’s an organization in St. Louis 
that works to eradicate homelessness. He is also on our 
music ministry team.” Wesley Chapel works with the 
center throughout the year, Stith said.

The final honoree will be Chris Smith. “Our furnace 
went out a few weeks ago,” Stith said. “We’re honoring 
him because he put in a new furnace.”

This is the first year for the Wesley Honors, Stith 
said. “It will be an annual event. We want it to be a 
part of Black History Month. But this is not just for 
black people. The honorees are not all black. We want 
to honor anyone who has been helpful or a benefit to 
the community, either the church community or the 
larger community.”

Stith is relatively new to the area. “I asked our 
committee to make recommendations for the hon-
ors,” he said. He wants the celebration to continue 
each year. “It’s not so much the size of the celebra-
tion, but that you do celebrate,” he said. He noted 
that the church is 153 years old. “We’ve been able 
to serve because there have been those who have 
served through us.” 

Goshen Elementary first grade teacher Pam Jarvis works with Henry Bailey on a project.
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The most recent statistics show that for the week of Feb. 
5, six dogs and 11 cats were brought in, for a total of 60 
and 58 for the year, respectively.

Of those, nine dogs and 23 cats have been euthanized, 
including those euthanized at the owners’ request.

In 2017 the department handled 755 dogs and 1,156 
cats, and 878 dogs and 1,343 cats in 2016.

As of Tuesday the department’s new Facebook page had 
279 likes and 289 follows. The page rolled out in late January 
and is directly accessible from the department’s website.

“There has been a lot of activity,” Ellis said.
It was noted that the Facebook page does not allow 

outside comments, but messages can be sent to Animal 
Control officials.

In other business the committee approved the purchase 
of interview recording systems for two rooms at a cost of 
$12,354.24; and a one-year renewal for service for security 
cameras. Both items came from the Sheriff’s Department.
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