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One of the oldest words in the 
English language is bigotry. Although 
it has an obscure origin, everybody 
knows its meaning: intolerance toward 
the opinions, lifestyles, or identities 
of people who are different from the 
person expressing those opinions. The 
bigot bases such rejection of others on 
ignorance and usually takes such big-
oted positions to insult.

In one of the many scandals that 
we are witnessing on a weekly basis, 
Donald Trump referred to all the coun-
tries of Africa, as well as Haiti and El 
Salvador, as “s***hole countries.”  The 
problem with this statement is that it 
not only reflects what the president 
feels, but also what many people – 
including some in academia – think 
about those from other countries. 

Many people would say that these 
countries lack not only stable govern-
ments, but also that they have meant 
nothing when it comes to the modern 
world. Never mind that the African 
continent has been home to 22 Nobel 
Prize winners in all fields, including 
chemistry, physics, medicine, litera-
ture, and peace. I bet the vast major-
ity of people, including well-educated 
ones who think they are not bigoted, 
do not know this fact. 

Better known, and almost always 
forgotten, is that the entire African con-
tinent has at one time or another been 
subject to colonization by European 

powers who not only exploited the 
natural resources and peoples of that 
part of the world, but also created 
artificial countries regardless of the 
distribution of ethnic groups. And 
after most of those African countries 
became independent in the 1960s, the 
European powers and the U.S. con-
tinued intervening in their internal 
affairs by exploiting ethic divisions 
they themselves had created, and by 
supporting despots convenient to their 
own political and economic interests.

To make things worse, international 
organizations, such as the World Bank, 
that were supposed to provide funding 
for the development of those countries, 
imposed policies that never includ-
ed support for higher education and 
academia in general. Because of that, 
those countries saw a brain drain of 
people that if they had stayed in their 
countries of origin, would have greatly 
contributed to the progress of their 
nations. They were either relegated 
into oblivion within their borders or 
had to emigrate (mostly to the U.S. of 
Europe) in order to find opportunities 
not available to them at home.

All this has had consequences not 

only on the intellectual development 
of these nations’ populations, but also 
in much needed areas such as health 
care, basic infrastructure and eco-
nomic development in general. The 
results? Increased poverty, instability 
and social injustice. And none of those 
things have anything to do with race. 
They have everything to do with the 
policies that developed nations have 
followed for centuries to control other 
parts of the world.

We also forget that standards for 
happiness are different in different cul-
tures. In a recent study among 42,000 
people from around the world con-
ducted by the Pew Research Center, a 
nonpartisan American think tank, the 
people who reported having a “good 
day” the most were from Nigeria, in 
central Africa. The ones reporting hav-
ing a “good day” the least? Japan.

Study after study has shown that 
a higher education degree increases 
family income, furthers life span, 
and makes people happier. Instead 
of labeling those places as “s***hole 
countries” what we should be doing 
is through either bilateral collabora-
tion or through international agencies, 
increase support for higher education 
in those nations.

That is something that can be achieved 
via institution-to-institution collabora-
tion agreements. Unfortunately, his-
tory and politics are creating a bad 

environment for such collaborations. 
Why would people in those countries 
want to cooperate with institutions 
from countries whose leaders express 
such a low opinion of them? Why 
would those countries grant permits 
for U.S. university faculty to conduct 
research in any area within their insult-
ed borders? 

Words and attitudes have conse-
quences. And so has ignorance. 

In order to make a better world we 
need people from all over the world 
to have the opportunities to advance 
in different fields. To achieve that goal 
what we need is better leadership. One 
whose decisions and words are not 
guided by bigotry and ignorance.  

Although people may think that 
there is no hope given the current 
political situation, the fact of the mat-
ter is that all of us in higher educa-
tion can change things by prompting 
our institutions to develop collabora-
tive efforts with institutions of those 
“s***hole countries.” The rewards for 
that may be much higher than what 
we might expect. After all, the bottom 
line of higher education is to make the 
world better than it is today. 

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and 
college professor with leadership experi-
ence in higher education.  He can be con-
tacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Breaking 
ground
Cub Scout Pack 
4316 conducted its 
annual pinewood 
derby Saturday at 
First Baptist Church. 
Mia Pinski, pictured, 
was one of three 
young girls who took 
part in the event 
now that the Boy 
Scouts of America 
are allowing female 
members. Pack 
4316 will also con-
duct a spaghetti din-
ner from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb.
3, at First Baptist
Church. All-you-can-
eat meals are $10
for adults and $8
for kids. Proceeds
will be used to help
send members of
Pack 4316 to camp.
Photo by Bill Tucker.
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“All the PR majors are broken into 
groups and assigned client-related to 
SIUE.” Washington said. “We create a 
campaign and make an event.”

“We started in August by getting to 
know our client,” Strauss said. “By the 
end of the first semester, we created a 
proposal with over 100 pages of text.”

“They spend the first semester really 
getting to know the client,” Alexander 
said. “The class has worked with profit 
and non-profit groups. Some are more 
linked to SIUE than others.” Her group, 
she said, is linked to the school only 
through her. One of the student groups is 
working with Lewis and Clark College.

There are two sections of the class. 
Together, they are working with seven 
groups. The students said that it was 
unusual that the class meet for two 
semesters, but the department tries to 
schedule it so it will not conflict with 
any other classes they will need that 
semester.

“We did not know each other well 
before this class,” Jackson said. “We had 
some classes together.

“Everyone knew one other person in 
the group,” Washington said.

“We met as a class the first week. We 
had three clients come in and present to 
us. They told us about their organiza-
tion and what they wanted from us,” 
said Phelps. “Then they chose the other 
students they would work with and 
the organization they wanted to help. I 
Support the Girls was their first choice,” 
Washington said.

Alexander said it was a challenge to 
her sometimes to be a client. “I very 
much try not to be an instructor. I don’t 
teach PR but I’m in the same school.” 

Alexander does not give grades to the 
students. “All faculty in the department 
come in April to see the presentations from 
the student groups on the Friday before 
finals. The class instructor will decide how 
to use the faculty input. I don’t’ feel com-
fortable being a part of that.”

One of the first things the students did 
was get to know more about I Support 
the Girls. They also gave their company 
a name, 4PR.

“I Support the Girls has over 50 affili-
ates across the nation. The goal is to 
donate bras and menstrual products to 
the homeless,” Washington said.

“Our client will fit bras and can get 
tampons and other supplies,” Phelps 
said. “Our client has access to shelters, 
both homeless and domestic violence.” 

“The chapter is me and random peo-
ple,” Alexander said. “I have a good 
friend who helps. ECHO helps with it. 

We are just getting started with a student 
chapter.”

Recently, Alexander participated in 
Project Homeless Connect. There is one 
event in Madison County and one in St. 
Clair County. “There are multiple ven-
dors there,” she said. “They offer hair-
cuts, flu shots, and health screenings. It’s 
an all-day event. Churches will use vans 
to pick people up and bring them. Each 
homeless person has a social worker to 
help them with what they need. We get a 
room for bra fitting.” 

Alexander recently received a dona-
tion from the Lively Company. “They 
chose two cities to donate to,” she said. 
“I don’t know how I was chosen. They 
donated 800 to 1,000 bras.” They are cur-
rently on pallets in Alexander’s garage. 
“I can’t see into one without getting on a 
ladder. We’ve donated 150 already. I take 
them directly to shelters and pantries,” 
she said.

Alexander said she probably gave 
away 100 to 125 at each Project Homeless 
Connect event. “Sports bras do well 
because they’re stretchy. Some clients 
aren’t that picky about fit because they 
don’t have any bras already,” she said. 

The Girls Night Out event is designed 
to raise funds and collect product dona-
tions. In addition to bras, I Support the 
Girls also collects socks and underwear 
to donate. Socks and bras can be gently 
used, Alexander said, but the underwear 
must be new.

The students said they had three goals 
for their work with I Support the Girls. 
First, they want to increase awareness 
of the group and the event. Second, 
they want to foster new relationships 
between I Support the Girls and other 
organizations and businesses, and third, 
plan the event. 

“We’ll set up, take down, and run 
the event,” Jackson said. “We’ll have an 
emcee, karaoke, and an auction table. 
We’ll also have different prizes for peo-
ple who bring items to donate. Our tar-
get audience is women over 21.” 

Washington said that this semester is 
exciting. “We spent the first semester 
figuring out what to do, and now we’re 
actually executing our ideas.” 

Phelps agreed. “In a lot of classes, we 
don’t get to see the project through. In 
this one, we do.” 

This is the second Girls Night Out. 
After last year’s event, Alexander sur-
veyed guests to see what they would 
like at another event. One of the sugges-
tions was karaoke, so it will be added 
this year.

“This is our only event of the year,” 
Alexander said. “Part of my goal last 
year was to help small businesses. We 
had some Edwardsville Etsy shops there. 
Last year, a shop painted wineglasses. 
It’s a unique event and we can tweak it 
every year.”
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Shelby Carney, mar-
keting and communi-
cation coordinator for 
Team IMPACT, said 
the  organizat ion’s 
mission is to improve 
the quality of life for 
children facing seri-
ous chronic illnesses 
through the “power of 
team.”

“Through  Team 
I M PA C T ’ s p r o -
gram at  Southern 
Illinois University at 
Edwardsville, the top 
recruit (Maine) will 
become an official 
member of the soft-

ball  team,” Carney 
said. “As a team mem-
ber, Karlie will attend 
Cougars  pract ices , 
games, team dinners 
and events.”

After signing the 
le t ter  of  intent , 
Cougar Head Coach 
Sandy Montgomery 
will address those in 
attendance.

Formed in 2011, 
Team IMPACT has 
enhanced the lives of 
thousands of children 
and touched the lives 
of tens of thousands 
of  student-athletes 
across the country.

Carney said both 
the children and the 
teams learn valuable 
lessons.

“The child gains 
strength, camaraderie 
and support and the 
student athletes are 
taught lessons about 
courage,  resi l iency 
and life perspective 
that they can’t learn in 
a classroom,” she said.

Team IMPACT has 
more than 1,000 teams 
waiting to be matched 
with children, ages 5 
to 16, who have been 
diagnosed with a seri-
ous or chronic illness 
and who could ben-
efit from becoming a 
member of a team.

If you know a child 
who may be interest-
ed, visit www.gotea-

mimpact.org for more 
information.

GIRLS

SOFTBALL

Rogue Theatre production set
For the Intelligencer

The Rogue Theatre Co. 
invites the Riverbend to 
join in on an  adventure 
of the mind and an indul-
gence of the senses in 
the second show of their 
premiere season- Trans-
ferred: a story about Life 
after Death. Keeping 
with their stated mission 
to offer new ideas and 
original works, Rogue 
offers an original devised 
piece to the  community 
with Transferred.  

Using long form 
improvisation tech-
niques, Rogue’s cast of 
actors,  along with direc-
tor Josh Douglas, began 
with just a title and a 
concept and developed 

the completely origi-
nal script. “Squeezing a 
script, which includes 
multiple art forms such 
as original music, move-
ment/dance, panto-
mime, clown and much 
more, out of 32 rehears-
als  is a daunting task. 
Daunting, yet extremely 
rewarding. What the 
cast, along with the rest 
of the creative staff, have 
fashioned from nothing 
is truly amazing.” says 
Douglas, who serves 
the company as Associ-
ate Artistic Director. “I 
hope everyone will take 
the opportunity to check 
out a style of theatre that 
most patrons haven’t 
been exposed to before. 
We want them to leave 

the theatre talking about 
it with their friends.”

Transferred is told in 
two acts and will run at 
the Rogue House,  1320 
Milton Road inside the 
Milton Schoolhouse Feb-
ruary 15, 16, 17 & 22, 23, 
24th beginning at 7:30pm. 
Tickets are available in 
advance and at the door 
for a $15 general admis-
sion fee. Germania Brew 
Haus is partnering with 
the theatre for this event 
and will  offer draft beer, 
wine, and other beverag-
es or visit Maeva’s Coffee 
downstairs. Tickets can 
be purchased at  https://
theroguetheatreco.tick-
etspice.com/transferred-
a-story-about-life-after-
death.
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The primary election in Illinois 
is set for March 20, and Dietrich 
said ultimately, a final decision will 
need to be made soon.

A subsequent email from Dietrich 
on Tuesday stated Patton’s attor-
ney will file a notice to appeal 
and a motion to stay the circuit 
judge’s decision in the First District 
Appellate Court in Chicago. It is 
expected the appeal will be  filed as 
soon as Friday.

“If the stay is granted, Patton will 
appear on the ballot throughout 
the appeal process. In theory, if 
the court’s decision doesn’t come 
until very near March 20, it could 
mean that his name is on the final 
printed ballot that voters receive 
even if the court rules against him,” 
Deitrich wrote. “Because he is run-
ning unopposed in the primary, 
however, his name appearing on 
the ballot would not skew the race 
by taking votes away from other 

candidates.”
But ballots need to be finalized 

soon.
“Military and overseas ballots are 

due to be mailed out on Saturday 
and we are advising county clerks 
in the affected counties to wait until 
as late as possible Friday to print 
those ballots in the hope that we’ll 
have a decision on whether the stay 
is granted,” Deitrich wrote.

Patton first announced he 
was seeking the nomination in 
September of 2017. The seat opened 
after longtime incumbent Bill 
Haine, who is battling a rare form 
of blood cancer known as multiple 
myeloma, announced that he would 
not be seeking re-election.

The 56th District includes all 
or parts of Edwardsville, Glen 
Carbon, Alton, Bethalto, Caseyville, 
Collinsville, East Alton, Elsah, 
Fairview Heights,  Hartford, 
Godfrey, Granite City, Madison, 
Maryville, O’Fallon, Pontoon Beach, 
Roxana, Shiloh, South Roxana, 
Swansea and Wood River.

Patton is a lifelong resident of 
Edwardsville and has been the 
mayor since 2013. His current term 
expires in May of 2021.  

PATTON
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