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Last week, while in Spain, I had the 
chance to speak with several higher 
education officials about how academia 
compares between Europe and the U.S.  
As someone who received his under-
graduate degree in Europe and his 
graduate education in the U.S. many 
years ago, I was very intrigued. And 
this is what I found out.

When I went to college at the 
Universitat de Barcelona in Spain, 
European undergraduate degrees were 
five years. During those five years, all 
the subjects that you took were both 
a year long, and also were all related 
to your field of study. The advantage 
that I found in that system was the 
tremendous depth gained in your field 
upon graduation. The disadvantage 
was the length of time it took to gradu-
ate. Master’s degrees were virtually 
unknown and a doctorate was some-
thing you pursued only if you wanted 
to enter academia or go into some sort 
of research career in industry.

Europe has now embraced a short-
ened time to earn an undergraduate 
degree, very similar to the U.S. Yet, 
the difference still remains in terms of 
the subjects you take in your major. 
Master’s degrees have also become 
commonplace in Europe. These changes 
were adopted in The Bologna Process, a 
treaty signed by 19 countries in 1999. 
The aim? To reduce the cost of higher 
ed.

Another important change in Europe 
is the tendency to teach classes in 
English, regardless of the location of 
the university. Originally this was an 
experiment that began at the graduate 
level, but now has become extremely 
popular at the undergraduate level as 
well. The number of undergraduate 

degree programs taught in English 
in Continental Europe has gone from 
practically zero in 2009, to about 3,000 
today, and all projections point to con-
tinued growth of such programs.

These changes reflect the more cos-
mopolitan nature of European univer-
sities where you can find both fac-
ulty and students coming from a great 
deal of different countries due to the 
establishment of the Schengen Area. 
This agreement allows people from 
26 European countries (representing 
about 400 million people) to travel 
without a passport within the area. The 
area mostly functions as a single coun-
try for international travel purposes, 
with a common visa policy. The area is 
named after the Schengen Agreement 
of 1985. 

Another major difference is cost. 
Because it is heavily subsidized by indi-
vidual governments in Europe, higher 
education costs range from zero to real-
ly low for nationals of those countries 
and from the European Union. The spe-
cific price tag varies by country and its 
social policies. In Finland, for example, 
the main objective of its social policies 
is higher education, and it is made 
available free to all European Union 
nationals. In Spain, where the main 
social policy is universal free health, 
there is a cost for tuition: a credit hour 
for a bachelor degree is between 12.50 
to 36 euros (U.S. $15 to 43). Compare 
these rates to the average cost of a 

credit hour at U.S. institutions and the 
European system is a real bargain.

When compared to European institu-
tions, we lose hands down. According 
to The College Board, the average year-
ly tuition cost for a private four-year 
college in the U.S. is $32,410. Public 
four-year colleges are less expensive, 
averaging $9,410 a year for in-state 
students and $23,890 a year for out-
of-state students. Even a U.S. national 
going to one of these European uni-
versities would find them much more 
affordable than staying in the U.S.

Another major difference (both cul-
tural and financial) between the U.S. 
and European universities is the con-
cept of dormitories. They are expected 
on every U.S. college and university 
campus. In Europe, because most insti-
tutions of higher education are located 
in urban areas, everybody can count 
on good and affordable public trans-
portation, and therefore do not feel 
the need to leave their parental homes 
after high school, or they simply lodge 
in an apartment building near campus. 
While students may have to cover their 
own living costs (and countries like 
Germany will help with this, too, for 
students who can’t afford it), many will 
save big on tuition fees.

European universities do not feel 
compelled to spend millions on ame-
nities that have nothing to do with 
education, such as athletics, climbing 
walls, and the like. European students 
see campuses as places to go to study, 
not to find a spa-like infrastructure. To 
a certain extent, the only exception to 
this rule is the United Kingdom, where 
students are provided with residence 
halls, and even cleaning service.

A big difference that I found between 

European universities in the 20th 
century and today is that they have 
become as obsessed with rankings as 
are U.S. institutions. Not only study 
after study have shown that such rank-
ings are essentially meaningless when 
it comes to the quality of education 
they provide, but also they can lead to 
spending a lot of money on things that 
are not related to education.

For example, in order to be consid-
ered among the top 100 schools in the 
world, an institution needs to have 
a Nobel Prize winner among its fac-
ulty. Because of that, some universi-
ties provide large amounts of money 
to the very few people who might 
win one, especially in the sciences, 
which is always a very expensive 
proposition in terms of lab equipment 
and staff. The result? They are hiring 
fewer and fewer tenure-track faculty 
members who demand a decent sal-
ary, and are using more and more 
temporary faculty to teach classes, 
which reflects on the quality of educa-
tion they provide.

European universities have worked 
to imitate the American system, which 
is in many ways detrimental to the very 
purpose of higher education. Yet, that 
does not mean that we cannot learn 
from Europeans on other things. That is 
particularly true in the case of cost. We 
need to realize that countries that heav-
ily support higher education do it not 
out of aimless generosity, but because 
they are investing in their future. 

 Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and 
college professor with leadership experi-
ence in higher education.  He can be con-
tacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Grant recipients
Local robotics team FRC #4931, The Edwardsville Technologies, receives their $5,000 Monsanto 
grant. This team is part of the Edwardsville Robotics Club and they received this grant towards 
this year’s upcoming season.
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At past Judiciary and Public Safety committee meet-
ings, officials said some of the reasons for the high 
number of inmates include spillover from the opioid 
abuse epidemic — which has also contributed to higher 
medical costs at the jail — to more intensive enforce-
ment by local police.

Another issue that is expected to come up later this 
year is how to deal with the inmate population when 
renovations start at the jail. A $5.4 million renovation 
project is expected to begin in the spring.

Because the renovations will be completed cell block 
by cell block, those prisoners will have to be released 
or moved elsewhere. There will also be additional secu-
rity concerns as workers will be coming and going, and 
bringing tools in and out of the jail.

Connor said each cell block houses approximately 32 
prisoners.

“We just have to deal with whatever issues come 
up,” he said later Friday.

The committee also discussed changes in security at 
the Madison County Courthouse and Criminal Justice 
Center.

Capt. Gary Burns, director of courthouse security, 
said attorneys will have to begin showing identifica-
tion to go past the security checkpoint.

Attorneys and workers have in the past been able to 
bypass the checkpoints, including metal detectors.

In other business, the committee approved a revised 
resolution to purchase audio-visual upgrades at 
the courthouse and CJC. The change was necessary 
because of a $100 discrepancy in the bill and the 
amount approved.

Also approved was a request by the Sheriff’s 
Department for a maintenance contract renewal for its 
Livescan Fingerprint Machine, totaling $6,042.

A resolution to support the continued operation of 
the Office of the State’s Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor, 
which provides legal service to the State’s Attorney’s 
Office, was approved. The cost is about $36,000 annually.

The resolutions and requests must now be approved 
by the Finance Committee and full County Board.
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In between trivia rounds guests will participate in 
games, such as heads and tails, and have the opportu-
nity to win prizes.  

Mulligans will be available to purchase at the event 
for $20 a table, and raffle tickets will also be for sale at 
the door.  Andy Hanselman, co-host of Going Over on 
590 The Fan KFNS/St. Louis, will be the MC for the 
evening.  

The entry fee for the event is $160 for a table 
of eight or $20 per person. Tables or seats can be 
bought by mailing a check payable to Lincoln School 
Alumni Foundation to Kim Geminn, 71 Birdie Court, 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 or to Terry Lynn, 409 Jefferson 
Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025.

Lynn noted that the entry fee is 100 percent tax 
deductible and that they were still seeking sponsors for 
the event.  Anyone wishing to sponsor the trivia night 
can contact Lynn at bigtlynn@hotmail.com or reach 
him at 618-656-5925.  Geminn can also be reached for 
sponsorship information at kim@brick47.com or 618-
581-1624.

In addition to the trivia night, the Lincoln School
Alumni Foundation hosts two other fundraisers 
each year – the Harry A. Penelton Golf Scramble in 
September and a dinner/dance in October.  Funds 
raised from their fundraising efforts go toward District 
7 student scholarships or to support District 7 student 
programs.

Last year the organization helped to fund the District 
7 HOPS (Homework, Organization and Planning 
Skills) program which helps students who struggle 
with homework management, planning and time man-
agement. 

In the past, Lincoln School Alumni Foundation has 
also provided funds for after school tutoring.  

Visit Lincoln School Alumni Foundation’s web site at 
www.HLSAF.org for additional information. 
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Crishawna Nash, SIUE Society 
of Women Engineers Youth 
Outreach Chair, has helped to 
organize the event the past four 
years and has served as the chair-
person of the event the past two 
years.  “Each year we’ve seen 
an increase in participation,” she 
noted.  “We had about 270 girls 
sign up last year.  We set our limit 
(this year) at 300.”

Nash explained that the day-
long event begins with reg-
istration from 7:30 a.m. to 8:45 
a.m.  The participants will then
be divided into small groups 
which will rotate through six dif-
ferent rooms – each featuring a
fun “space themed” activity that
relates to the engineering fields
of civil, mechanical, industrial,
electrical, and computer science.
The sixth room will feature a fun,
science activity.

Each breakout session will last 
approximately 40 minutes, and 
the students will also take a break 

for lunch, which will be provided.  
To give participants an idea 

of what to expect, Nash provid-
ed details about a couple of the 
activities.  “For our computer sci-
ence activity, we’re going to show 
them a video of how arrays work, 
and then we’ll separate them into 
groups and hand them each a dif-
ferent number,” Nash explained. 
“We’ll have them sort themselves 
using different types of sorting 
methods and see how long it 
takes them.  Then we’ll show 
them a video of how quick it is for 
a computer to do it.”

In the science room, the par-
ticipants will make nebular jars.  
“Our theme this year is space 
so all of our activities revolve 
around space.  Inside it (the jar) 
it looks like a galaxy. It will be 
really cool,” Nash said.

During the event, the creative 
problem solving aspects of engi-
neering will be discussed and 
explored. The participants will 
work collaboratively on projects, 
be encouraged to ask questions 
and use their imagination.

Nash, a computer science major 
at SIUE who will graduate in 

December 2018, felt the event pro-
vided middle school girls with a 
great opportunity to learn about 
career choices they otherwise 
may not be exposed to.  “Women 
don’t make up a huge part of the 
field of engineering so we just 
want to get the girls interested in 
what it is we do at a younger age 
so they can start thinking about it 
before they go to college or even 
high school,” Nash stressed.  “It’s 
just something that is fun for all 
the younger girls, and they get to 
see fun things to get them inter-
ested in the STEM fields.”

Fifth through eighth grade 
girls interested in attending the  
Introduce a Girl to Engineering 
Day can register online at https://
sites.google.com/site/swesiue/
igeday.  Registration is $20 per 
participant which includes lunch 
and a T-shirt and a fun day of 
activities.  Registrations will only 
be taken in advance online, and 
registration closes Jan. 27. 

In case of inclement weather 
(snow), a make-up date has been 
set for March. 17.  Full refunds 
cannot be given if the participant 
cannot attend the make up date.  
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Faith in Action to visit Cambridge House
For the Intelligencer

The Cambridge House of 
Maryville is hosting a presenta-
tion by Collinsville Faith in Action 
in an effort to bridge the gap for 
many seniors to needed resources.    
The presentation will take place 
at 6:30pm on Thursday, January 
11th, 2018 in the Resident Activity 
Room. 

Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to hear from Kristi Hofferber, 

the Director of Collinsville Faith 
in Action.  Hofferber will educate 
on the mission of the organization 
and discuss what types of services 
are available through their local 
chapter.

Faith in Action’s Volunteer 
Caregivers provide transportation 
services for appointments or shop-
ping at no charge for those 60 & 
older.  The program serves those 
in need due to age or disability in 
Caseyville, Collinsville, Maryville, 
and State Park, Illinois. 

Prospective volunteers are 
encouraged to attend, as nearly 
all of the services rely on volun-
teerism. 

The Cambridge House is located 
at 6960 State Route 162 in Maryville, 
Illinois.    This free event is open 
to the general public and RSVP’s 
are encouraged, but not required.  
Refreshments will be provided.

For additional information, 
please contact 618-288-2211, or 
email sales@cambridgehouse-
maryville-slf.com 
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