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You expect that any material in pub-
lic libraries is available to you. There 
may be a few exceptions, such as adult 
material not being accessible to minors, 
or some very rare or delicate materi-
als that need to be handled with spe-
cial care and cannot be checked out. 
Nowadays when you do an Internet 
search you expect to access any web-
site for the same cost and at the same 
speed. 

There is free access to the Internet at 
many locations, from public libraries 
to places such as malls, coffee shops, 
and the like. The connections at these 
places are usually not that fast, and 
you are sometimes forced to provide 
personal information in exchange for 
the access. If you want an Internet con-
nection at your home or business you 
have to pay for it. Your search choices 
are the same regardless of your Internet 
Service Provider.

Now all those basic assumptions 
about equal access to the Internet can 
be thrown out of the window. Last 
month the Federal Communications 
Commission, in a 3-2 vote along party 
lines, ended the net neutrality policy 
that has been in place for years. But 
what does that mean and how it can 
affect higher education?

Until last year the FCC followed 
the principle known as net neutrality, 
which means that all ISPs must treat all 
data the same without discriminating 
or charging differently by content, web-
site, and/or user. Therefore, under that 
principle ISPs could not intentionally 
block, slow down or charge money for 
specific websites and online content. 
These consumer protections were her-

alded as upholding the basic tenets of 
democracy, and were compared favor-
ably to the strict restrictions placed on 
the Internet by dozens of undemocratic 
regimes around the world.

The war against free access has been 
carried out by politicians mostly to 
benefit commercial interests. In the 
past, a number of ISP companies such 
as Comcast, AT&T, and Madison River 
Communications, have been fined by 
the FCC for violating the net neutrality 
principle for deliberately slowing the 
upload of certain applications (a pro-
cess known by the term “throttling”) 
or restricting costumers’ access to com-
petitors’ sites or to very popular sites 
such as Netflix or YouTube.

The December 14, 2017 vote by the 
FCC means that your ISP can now free-
ly decide not only how much they can 
charge you for general access, but also 
charge you premiums fees for accessing 
popular websites and even block access 
to sites managed by the competition. 
The end results? Less access and higher 
costs for the consumer.

Given that scholarly work has had 
as a premise free and quick access to 
information, it is not surprising that 
a number of higher education asso-
ciations have heavily criticized the FCC 
decision. In fact, some of them had spo-
ken out against the elimination of the 
net neutrality principle by submitting 

opinions during the four-month public 
comment period, urging the FCC to 
keep the regulations in place.

Among those higher education 
groups opposing the elimination 
of net neutrality were the National 
Association of College and University 
Business Officers and the National 
Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities. Jody Feder, direc-
tor of accountability and regulatory 
affairs for the latter, said the vote by 
the commission to scrap net neutral-
ity would affect research, instruction, 
and communication on every campus, 
and would have detrimental effects 
“on students, research, and faculty at 
America’s private colleges and univer-
sities.”

The main factor behind these con-
cerns is the fact that there is a gap 
between what a small, rural college 
can afford and the immense resources 
that many private or large state insti-
tutions can spend when it comes to 
accessing the Internet. Thus, access 
based on financial resources will 
widen the socio-economic gap that 
has been growing among people over 
the last few decades in this country, 
and now the haves and have-nots will 
include colleges and universities.

Now that all access will be unregu-
lated, an ISP can come up with a price 
tag that will maximize for them what 
they charge their costumers regard-
less of the actual cost for delivering 
access. On top of all that, your ISP 
can decide what you can access, and 
use that power to promote their own 
economic interests. Given the long 
tradition these companies have of col-

lecting personal information, you can 
bet that they will figure new ways to 
target your Internet content based on 
your personal preferences. 

Some colleges and universities 
will not feel the direct impact of 
this change in policies immediately 
because they run on private networks 
managed by other entities. What 
deregulations will create right away 
is an environment of uncertainty. 

If we want to find a compara-
ble example of what may happen 
when moving from a regulated to an 
unregulated environment, take, for 
example, what took place in 1978 
when the U.S. government removed 
itself from controlling fares, routes 
and market entry of new airlines. 
Although it initially led to an 
increase in the number of flights, 
passenger usage and lower fares, 
today if you want to receive good 
treatment from the airlines – from 
leg space to food to checked luggage 
– you have to pay a premium fee.
Further, the market today has fewer
airlines, especially for certain air-
ports, and fares remain high despite
lower fuel prices.

Although a number of lawsuits have 
been filed opposing the FCC decision, 
the sense of freedom and accessibility 
you enjoy today when accessing the 
Internet may be a thing of the past in 
the not-too-distant future.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and 
college professor with leadership experi-
ence in higher education.  He can be con-
tacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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First of 2018
Anderson Hospital’s 2018 New Year’s baby was well worth the wait. Welcome to the world 
Lucion Sebastion Lumos Noe. Lucion was born Jan. 1 at 8:11 p.m. weighing in at 6 pounds, 2 
ounces and was 19.25 inches long. His parents, Rani and William Noe, are from the Livingston 
area.
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In 2016, the Village contributed $11,191.86 to the pool 
partnership. It is estimated that the cost of the pool for 
2017 will be $18,868.20, or 32 percent of the $57,700.93 
deficit the pool incurred during the summer of 2017.

The actual to projected budget for the pool shows a 
little more than $30,000 in repair costs above the pro-
jected amount for repairs.

The report also shows revenues were down nearly 
$10,000 from the projected $57,250 estimated for 2017.

A total of 5,270 people utilized the pool during the 
summer of 2017, with 1,211 of them being Glen Carbon 
residents.

Residents of Glen Carbon and Edwardsville can 
now purchase-discounted rates for memberships to 
the pool.

Family memberships are $260, single memberships 
are $125 and senior (55+) memberships are $112. The 
winter membership sale ends on Feb. 28.
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Recent speakers at the event 
have included Troy Benton, 
Senior Pastor at St. John’s United 
Methodist Church, and Jon Harris, 
men’s basketball coach at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville.

According to a news release from 
Mount Joy, Dr. Patterson worked 
at the University of Houston-
Clear Lake and at Lewis and Clark 
Community College in Godfrey 
prior to becoming the Director of 
S.O.A.R. at SIUE.  

“Those and her other experienc-
es enhanced her straightforward 
approach to life and for promot-

ing the importance of cross-cultur-
al understanding through educa-
tion,” the release states.

In her role as Director of 
S.O.A.R., Dr. Patterson is respon-
sible for ensuring students develop 
skills necessary to meet the aca-
demic and social rigors essential 
for succeeding in higher education, 
according to the release

 “Dr. Patterson and the S.O.A.R. 
Center are also committed to 
improving the graduation and 
retention rates of SIUE’s minor-
ity, first-generation and other stu-
dents,” the release further noted.

“In addition to her S.O.A.R. 
responsibilities, Dr. Patterson 
also serves as the Director of 
the Johnetta Haley Scholarship 
Academy, which is a leadership 
development program for high-

achieving SIUE students.”
Dr. Patterson is an Edwardsville 

resident and gives back to the 
community in various ways, the 
release states. She is a member of 
the Edwardsville Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc and the 
Edwardsville Branch NAACP.  

In June of 2017,  Dr. Patterson 
was the recipient of the 2017 
Edwardsville Branch NAACP 
President’s Award for Community 
Service.

“We are pleased Dr. Patterson 
can join us on this special occasion 
and we look forward to learning 
from her,” Steve Jackson, Pastor 
of Mount Joy Missionary Baptist 
Church said. 

Mount Joy has been a part of the 
Edwardsville’s religious commu-
nity since 1865.
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“He’s very supportive of downtown merchants. Just 
the kind of guy that has really played a key role, in 
my opinion, in the development of Edwardsville. And 
when I say development, I’m talking about investing 
in downtown at a time when, quite frankly, it wasn’t 
necessarily a popular thing to do when you go back 20 
to 25 years.”

Thinking back over the past 25 years of commu-
nity and non-profit organizations that support the 
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon communities as well as the 
arts and historic preservation, Niebur emphasized that 
Celuch was an active supporter.  “It seemed that John 
was always there to help them sharing his unbelievable 
talents and abilities in the graphic design business. John 
was always willing to help people,” Niebur stressed.

Kathryn Biarkis, an Edwardsville resident, worked 
closely with Celuch on the Edwardsville Historic 
Preservation Commission and served with Celuch on 
the Madison County Historical Society Board.  

“I’ve known him probably 35 years,” Biarkis said.  
“He loves history and has been an integral part of the 
Edwardsville preservation scene.  He’s just so creative. 
He’s a passionate preservationist blending his creative 
talent with our local preservation projects and causes.”

Biarkis recalled many of the projects Celuch had a 
hand in like the walking tour brochures of Leclaire, St. 
Louis Street and Edwardsville – both pre- and post-
civil war.  “He loved delving into historic pictures, and 
he helped to promote Route 66 by creating posters.  His 
annual preservation posters became collector’s items.”  

“He’s done so many things for, not only the city, but 
county too,” Biarkis said recalling the numerous projects 
she recalled Celuch providing his creative talents towards.

Niebur also pointed out that Celuch has been a men-
tor to those who were interested in graphic arts or a 
career in the arts.  “I know many people who are dear 
friends of mine who got their start with John Celuch. 
Whether that was an intern or as a young  employee, I 
can think of several people who have gone on and have 
been tremendously successful in the field of the arts 
and graphic arts in particular,” Niebur said.  “John has 
touched the lives of a lot of people.

“I consider John and his family dear friends,” Niebur 
added. “They’ve been very supportive of the YMCA and 
of the community.  They are the kind of people that help 
make a community a better place.”

“I’m very honored to be John’s friend, and I’m abso-
lutely thrilled that the EAC is honoring John,” Niebur 
said.  “They couldn’t, in my opinion, have made a better 
choice. He’s not only been a valuable member of this 
community, but John has always held what’s best for 
this community in the highest regard.”

The John Celuch: 2017 Patron of the Arts exhibit will 
run through Feb. 2.  

Link encourages anyone who knows Celuch to 
attend the opening reception Saturday from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the EAC which is located at 6165 Center Grove
Rd. in Edwardsville.  The EAC otherwise is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays and
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.  It is closed Sundays
through Tuesdays.
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Report: Midwest economy growing
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) 

— A business conditions 
index for nine Midwest 
and Plains states rose 
over the past month, 
pointing to continuing 
improvement in region-
al economic conditions, 
an economist said in a 
report released Tuesday.

The Mid-America 
Business Conditions 
Index climbed to 59.0 
from 57.2 in November, 
the report said. The 
October figure was 58.8.

“Although the infla-
tion gauge is elevated, I 
would characterize the 
region as having a ‘gold-
ilocks’ economy,” said 
Creighton University 
economist Ernie Goss, 
who oversees the sur-
vey. “That is not so hot 

as to push the Federal 
Reserve to raise inter-
est rates at a stepped-up 
pace, but not so cool 
as to slow employment 
gains.”

The regional whole-
sale inflation gauge 
cooled to a still strong 
71.3 from November ’s 
71.4, reflecting the 
regional inflationary 
pressures.

“Even though both 
our regional wholesale 
inflation index and the 
U.S. inflation gauge 
are elevated, I expect 
the Federal Reserve to 
forgo a short-term inter-
est rate hike at the next 
meeting of their rate-
setting committee on 
Feb. 1.” Goss said. But 
he also said he expected 

a quarter-point increase 
at the March 15 meeting.

The survey results are 
compiled into a collec-
tion of indexes rang-
ing from zero to 100. 
Survey organizers say 
any score above 50 sug-
gests growth in that 
factor. A score below 
that suggests decline. 
The survey covers 
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska,  North 
Dakota, Oklahoma and 
South Dakota.

Looking ahead six 
months, the December 
business confidence 
index rose to 73.2 last 
month from 71.9 in 
November.

“Healthy profit 
growth, still low interest 

rates and the recently 
passed tax reform pack-
age pushed business 
confidence to its high-
est level since January 
2011,” Goss said.

The regional jobs pic-
ture showed improve-
ment as well, as the 
December employment 
index climbed to 57.7, 
compared with 53.6 in 
November.

“Over the past 12 
months, the regional 
manufacturing sector 
has added approxi-
mately 29,000 jobs, a 
2.1 percent expansion,” 
Goss said. “This annual 
regional manufactur-
ing growth rate signifi-
cantly exceeds the 1.5 
percent growth for U.S. 
manufacturing.”
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