
There is a ghost wandering coun-
tries, societies, and even the halls of 
academia. It is the ghost of tribalism 
and that ghost is as old as the dawn of 
the human species. 

One of the defining characteristics 
of people around the world, is to 
group ourselves for our own ben-
efit. Since before any civilization 
could be described as such, we bound 
together to defend ourselves from 
other humans, for cooperating to seek 
food, to build our shelters, and many 
more things. That is why we fought 
wars, conquered territories, subjugate 
others, and developed characteris-
tics that define ourselves based on 
physical appearance, behaviors, and 
beliefs. That is why we developed 
a well-defined language to commu-
nicate, dressed in certain ways, and 
unified behind a particular set of 
religious beliefs or political systems.

As more efficient means of transpor-
tation and communication allowed us 
to see what other tribes were doing, 
in some cases we tried to exchange 
resources or entered into conflicts 
with them for the same resources. 
Totalitarian states knew very well 
that if you wanted to be a larger 
and fiercer nation (a tribe of larger 
dimensions) you needed to unified 
the members of that group behind an 
ideology; by force if necessary. That 
is why the Soviet system, Nazism, all 
forms of fascism, and North Korea 
have done what they did or do.

With the advent of the concept 
of globalization epitomized by the 
development of Internet, many 
thought that tribalism was going 
to die. That was, at least, what the 
Canadian public intellectual Marshall 

McLuhan predicted in his 1962 book 
“The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making 
of Typographic Man” in which he 
metaphorically saw a shrinking of 
the world into a village thanks to the 
tools of telecommunications. That is 
what he called a “global village.” 

Now the world is seeing a global 
movement in the opposite direction. 
The dream of an European Union is 
being shattered by Eurosceptic drives 
within many countries from Britain to 
central and eastern Europe. European 
countries are also seeing tribalism 
with nationalist movements trying to 
break apart their own countries. The 
more recent example is Catalonia, in 
Spain, whose independence move-
ment is being led by an unlikely 
amalgamation of center-right, left-
ists, anti-capitalist and neo-anarchist 
tribes of their own, all united behind 
the idea that Catalonia should be its 
own tribe, separated from the tribe of 
Spain. They even fight among them-
selves on whether they should belong 
to the tribe of Europe or not.

Academia has been also the victim 
of its own tribalism. It was born as 
a trade group in Medieval Europe 
and endowed itself with its own trib-
al codes such as tenure. They have 
remained –for the most part- insen-
sitive to societal changes, to fluc-
tuations in demography, and shifts 
on how they are being seen by public 
opinion. They have also internalized 

their own differences in the form 
of sub-tribes: disciplines, tenured or 
tenure-track vs. non-tenured track 
faculty, males vs. females, Ivy-league 
types vs. those who do not have that 
kind of pedigree, and we could go on 
and on.

Political differences and external 
money have also sow some of those 
differences, leading to intolerance 
toward ideas (even slightly different) 
by others, to bigotry, to violence. And 
that is why we need to examine what 
tribalism is all about. 

Tribalism makes us irrational and 
that has consequences: intolerance, 
hatred, wars. It makes us shield bad 
guys by assuming that they need to 
be protected no matter what because 
they belong to our tribe, which can 
be summarized by the aphorism “He 
may be a jerk, but he is our jerk.”

What is more concerning is that in 
higher education we are in a posi-
tion of great responsibility. For those 
of us who have seriously meditated 
about how we influence the behavior 
of students. We know that they may 
not listen to what we say, but they 
are certainly watching us both in and 
outside the classroom.

If we continue to display tribal 
behavior, those students will consider 
that as “the new normal,” that it is ok 
to adhere to only one way of think-
ing, that it is very comfortable to get 
the news only from the sources with 
which we already ideologically agree. 
That if we hear contrarian voices we 
should either ignore them or, even 
worse, shouting them down, as evi-
denced by many recent incident on 
campuses. The idea of debating ideas 
in a civilized and well-informed fash-

ion, is over. Even when discussing 
matters, we tend to shout or just voice 
falsehoods, misleading statements, 
or twisted half-truths, knowing very 
well that what we are doing is wrong.

After all, why not? Our political 
leaders lie without remorse. Their 
supporters tolerate not only their lies 
but also their unethical behavior, and 
when confronted with the facts, those 
supporters come up with even more 
lies to justify the unjustifiable.

Unless more of us in academia 
thrive to become moral leaders by 
example, we will be failing in one of 
our most relevant obligations in our 
profession. Whether we like it or not 
we are examples for future genera-
tions. Tribalism and its allies are not 
the kind of legacies that we should 
leave after spending decades and 
decades in classroom, labs, studios, 
of field sites.

Students can learn the material 
facts of the subjects by reading the 
textbook, but it is up to us the pro-
vide moral guidance, not for indoc-
trination purposes but as lighthouses 
that deliver advice and help to avoid 
wreckages in life. Can we do it? It is 
entirely up to us, but it will be a tall 
order.

As I once heard the late Spanish 
Nobel Prize Winner Severo Ochoa 
say, “Men may have landed on the 
moon, but we keep the same mor-
als of the primates from whom we 
descended.” Think about it.
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In December several board members voiced concerns 
about her background, and Prenzler later changed her 
job title to deputy director. But she assumed the duties of 
director, and several board members said the change in 
title was done to sidestep the need for a vote of approval 
from the County Board. 

Other board members voiced concerns that Poshard 
had not been properly vetted.

But at the March 15 meeting, County Board members 
approved her hiring as Madison County Community 
Development Director, on a vote of 18-8. 

Five months later, Poshard was placed on paid admin-
istrative leave for reasons that were not made public. 
She has been working from home since then and has not 
attended a County Board meeting for several months.

On Wednesday, the County Board went into closed 
session at the end of its monthly meeting. 

They approved the termination of Poshard’s con-
tract on a 26-0 vote, with two members absent and Phil 
Chapman, R-Highland abstaining. 
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“We just passed this annexa-
tion and something has been 
bothering me,” Schmidt said. 
“We approved a development 20 
years ago and Stonebridge was 
annexed into the village. There 
are still portions of Stonebridge 
that haven’t been developed.”

Schmidt said he wished there 
was something the village could 
do to negotiate with developers 
to finish projects before starting 
another one.

“I know we can’t force them to 
do anything but I wish we could 
bargain or negotiate a way for 
them to finish what they start. 
In Stonebridge they never put 
in the road that would connect 
with (Rt) 157,” Schmidt said. 
“There are 60 undeveloped lots 

in Stonebridge and the way it 
is platted and the way it is filed 
with the county they get a small-
er assessment and the village 
only receives a total of $2,000 a 
year in taxes for the 60 undevel-
oped lots.

I’m not sure what we can do, 
but now development is focused 
on the east side of town and 
they are ignoring and not fin-
ishing this subdivision that was 
planned 20 years ago.”

See“HELP”onPage3
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They met with the own-
ers of Wigglers. With their 
parents, they collected raf-
fle items and had an eve-
ning at Wigglers with a 
raffle. They had donations 
from the St. Louis Cardi-
nals, St. Louis Blues, The 
Edge apartments, Edison, 
St. Louis Ambush, and 
several local businesses. 
The party was the same 
day that the girls set up 
at the gas station, so they 
were able to tell everyone 
who stopped by.“Our 
community helped us a 
lot. The people at Wig-
glers helped us a lot,” 
Alexis said.

“We raised over 
$2,600.00 and about two 
to three hundred dollars’ 
worth of cat food, water 

and cleaning supplies,” 
Ashlyn said.

“A representative from 
the Puerto Rican Society 
in St. Louis came and we 
gave him the check and 
the stuff,” Alexis said. 

Alexis’ father explained 
that the Puerto Rican 
Society already had con-
nections to receive the 
donations. The money 
was going to the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Puerto 
Rico and a group of chefs 
that has been providing 
food to workers and resi-
dents. The animal food 
was going to an animal 
organization that has been 
helping with displaced 
animals.

What is next for the 
girls? “We’ve talked to 
our principal,” Alexis 
said, about having a fund-
raiser at the school. 

“I like doing it,” Ashlyn 
said of the fundraising. 
“It makes me feel good to 
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Ponce said the victim was contacted by her bank 
about unusual purchases on the credit card. The victim 
has no ties to the Maryville area.

Credit card cloning is an identity theft tactic that 
allows hackers to create a fake credit card by stealing 
the information off an individual’s actual card.

Cloning is usually accomplished by stealing card 
information using a device known as a skimmer on 
card reading locations like ATMs or gas pumps.

Ponce said people should monitor their card usage 
and be in contact with their banks when they see 
unusual purchases on a credit card.

While most cloned cards do not have information 
about PIN numbers, they are usually used by criminals 
for credit card purchases. According to the Federal 
Trade Commission, online shopping is the preferred 
method of shopping by criminals using cloned cards.

According to the Federal Trade Commission, the best 
way to protect credit card information is to:

· Keep an eye on your card and make sure it doesn’t
leave your sight during a transaction.

· Save receipts and compare expenses to your state-
ments.

· Open statements promptly and check online often.
· Report suspicious activity.
Anyone with information about the suspect should

contact Sgt. Brandon Ponce of the Maryville Police 
Department at (618) 344-8899.

Environmentally friendly
Plant Manager Bruce Murphy, right, presents a donation of $1,000 from Veolia North America to 
Environmental Educator Allison Rhanor for the National Great Rivers Research and Education 
Center’s annual Water Festival. Veolia North America helps customers address environmental 
and sustainability challenges in energy, water and waste. The Water Festival connects fifth grad-
ers with freshwater resources and information. 
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Illlinois to rely more on SAT exam
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — New testing bench-

marks for Illinois high schools are prompting 
concern and confusion.

The Chicago Tribune reports that the state is 
taking the unusual step of using scores from 
the SAT college entrance exam to judge whether 
students and high schools are meeting state 
standards in reading, writing and math.

The tests will be administered to all public 
school juniors in the spring. The state plans to 
use those scores to measure how students are 
performing, as is required by federal law.

However, the minimum score to meet the 
state’s standards will be higher than the SAT’s 
college-readiness scores. That’s causing contro-
versy because it means that a student could be 
considered ready for college by the SAT’s stan-
dards, yet fall short of Illinois standards.

“This discrepancy is going to be very dif-
ficult for us to explain to our parents, teachers 
and especially our students. How can a student 
be simultaneously college-ready and not have 
made the cut?” said Kevin O’Mara, a former 
high school superintendent who now leads the 

High School District Organization of Illinois.
The Illinois State Board of Education voted 

last week to set a minimum proficiency score 
of 540 in both the math and the reading-and-
writing portions of the SAT exam. Students who 
score higher would be considered proficient, 
even though the SAT generally considers a score 
of 480 in reading and writing, and 530 in math, 
as indicating a student is ready for college.

Scores range from 200 to 800 on each portion 
of the test.

For several years, the Prairie State exam given 
to high school juniors included another col-
lege entrance exam, the ACT, but the ACT alone 
wasn’t used to determine whether students meet 
Illinois standards.

The state school board’s assessment and 
accountability director, A. Rae Clementz, said 
some exams can be used for different purposes 
and the same scores could have different mean-
ings.

The board plans to provide information to the 
public and educators about how the SAT scores 
will be used.


