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The fight for civil rights in this country has a long 
history. It became particularly notable in the 1960s 
with the passage of The Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
Yet, such a law did not include any prohibition 
against gender discrimination in public education 
and federally assisted programs. After some legis-
lative battles, Indiana Democratic Sen. Birch Bayh 
proposed in 1971 a provision that would eventually 
become Title IX within the Higher Education Act of 
1965 and was signed into law by President Nixon 
in 1972.

In the words of Bayh, this provision would pro-
vide “an equal chance (for women) to attend the 
schools of their choice, to develop the skills they 
want, and to apply those skills with the knowledge 
that they will have a fair chance to secure the jobs 
of their choice with equal pay for equal work.”

This legislation was used by the Obama 
Administration to investigate an increasing num-
ber of cases of sexual assaults on campuses. By 
2014 nearly a hundred colleges and universities 
were under investigation for cases that ranged 
from sexual harassment to sexual assault.

Because the way these cases were being poorly 
handled by many institutions of higher educa-
tion, the Department of Education issued as series 
of guidelines during the Obama Administration 
aimed at making colleges take allegations of sexual 
assault more seriously by demanding the lowest 
standard of proof, “preponderance of evidence,” 
in deciding whether a student is responsible for 
sexual assault. The reason for that was that many 
institutions of higher education receiving federal 
funds were found to be biased against women 

who sometimes were depicted as the one “provok-
ing” the sexual assaults, including the widespread 
use of certain drugs at campus parties that made 
females to lose conscience become easier targets of 
sexual assault.

Last Friday Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos 
scrapped a key part of government policy on cam-
pus sexual assault, saying she was giving colleges 
more freedom to balance the rights of accused 
students with the need to crack down on serious 
misconduct. She said that the new standard would 
be “clear and convincing evidence.”

This was in fulfillment of the only specific prom-
ise made in the Republican platform in that last 
election cycle regarding higher education. This 
new policy has been heralded by conservative 
groups as a major victory.

Despite the announcement by DeVos, the change 
of standards is not mandated, so colleges and uni-
versities can continue to use old standards. Further, 
almost 50 percent of the states have enacted laws 
that effectively mirror the standards recommended 
by the Obama Administration. 

Women’s and legal groups have already con-
demned changes in policy by arguing that it will 
discourage students from reporting assaults and 
will create uncertainty for schools on how to follow 
the law, making campuses less safe. 

The problem with these cases is that they are a 
matter of “he-said, she-said,” so there is rarely hard 
evidence one way or another. Under the Obama 
interpretation of the law, the “preponderance” rule 
means colleges must find a student responsible if it 
is more likely than not that the student conducted 
a sexual act without the partner ’s consent. Also,

the definition of “clear and convincing” case 
meant that it was highly probable the misconduct 
occurred. Add to that the fact that many sexual 
assaults on campuses involve the use of alcohol 
and drugs and no witnesses.

Other effects of the change of policy by DeVos is 
that she eliminated a requirement that investiga-
tions be completed in 60 days, suggesting now that 
the investigation should be concluded “reasonably 
prompt.” The department will also allow media-
tion – sessions in which an accuser and accused 
hash out their differences – if both sides agree. 
Mediation was not permitted under the Obama 
administration guidelines, in the belief that women 
would feel pressure to participate and confront 
alleged offenders.

This approval of mediation will create a slippery 
slope, leaving schools giving the thrust of the 
resolution of the case to others while maintaining 
secrecy of the outcome. Colleges and universities, 
for the most part, tend to be very secretive about 
these issues out of fear of bad publicity. This new 
rule will only enable even less public scrutiny.

But make no mistake about it, sexual assaults in 
colleges and universities are a widespread prob-
lem with more than 350 cases currently investi-
gated by federal officials. Anyone well-informed 

about sexual assault statistics know that they 
represent only a small fraction of the number of 
actual cases, mostly because many women feel 
“shame’ that prevents them from coming forward 
with their complaints. Further, there have been 
numerous complaints by women who feel that 
their schools have not appropriately handled their 
accusations. 

For those of us who have been involved in high-
er education for many years, we all know that our 
institutions do not always handle well these types 
of accusations, nor do we create a climate of intol-
erance toward this kind of conduct. All you need 
to know to be convinced about the seriousness and 
magnitude of this problem is the read the news, 
particularly the pages of the Chronicle of Higher 
Education, where these kinds of incidents – and 
the scholarly studies about them – are commonly 
reported.  

It is time for colleges and universities to change 
the climate about sexual assault on campuses by 
establishing rules that diminish the chances for 
incidents to occur, for everybody to see that the 
administration will act decisively and fairly to all 
complaints, and that they will be completely trans-
parent about the handling of all cases. After all, 
more than half of the higher education population 
in this country is women whose rights must be 
protected.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the Weissman 
School of Arts and Sciences at Baruch College-CUNY. 
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Link said this part of the project will also spark community involve-
ment.

“Part two will be limestone sculptures. The idea is we bring in these 
massive blocks of limestone. We put them in the library and during the 
course of the month, four sculptors that were chosen again via applica-
tion, design, public involvement,” Link said.

“(The artist) will be at the library carving. They’ll have an assistant 
from SIUE who’s there to help them and the public will be able to go 
by any time during the day and watch the stone carver at work,” she 
added.

New to the program will be a partnership with Venice and Madison 
Ill., where the EAC plans on involving students in local schools to cre-
ate a sculpture that will also be placed in the city.

Link said at the end of the year, the project will be rotating out on 
an annual basis.

“At the end of the year, it will go to Madison or Venice, and a second 
new sculpture will be created next year to replace it. So this will be an 
ongoing piece,” she said.

The last part of the project will involve an app that will accompany 
the art walk and its featured projects.

Link said this app will be a feature that is necessary for promoting 
the art pieces and what they represent.

“This art walk will be ever evolving, ever changing. As you get close 
again on your walk, the application will let you know. This is what 
you’re seeing, this is who the artist is, this is what is important about 
it,” Link said.

“We really want to get out to the public with our art and bring art to 
the people as opposed to trying to bring people to our art,” she added.

Dr. Greg Budzban, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at SIUE, 
also addressed Council members and said engineering students will 
also be involved in the project.

“The application that Liz is referring to is really a computer app that 
our engineering students will construct as part of their senior projects, 
so that with using GPS technology, that app will be activated when 
they’re near the appropriate sculpture, giving the narrative of whatev-
er historical figure they’re actually observing,” Budzban said.

“We’re really excited about it. We’re so pleased that this ongoing 
collaboration with the city of Edwardsville and we look forward to just 
growing that collaboration,” he added.

The total cost of the projects is estimated to be around $260,000. The 
grant, if approved, will account for $100,000. The remaining $160,000 
will be funded through donations, SIUE student contributions, and the 
EAC.

The due date for applications is next week. The EAC will be notified 
of approval in the spring of 2018. If approved, the projects are set to 
begin in August of next year.
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But there’s more to it than just grass cutting. In 
the spring, Schmidt requested four new employ-
ees to help catch the county up on what had 
been a growing backlog of deferred maintenance 
building and equipment projects. The hundreds 
of work orders that accrued were largely due to 
budget cuts and staff layoffs that spread the staff 
too thin, Schmidt said. 

Schmidt has been busy restructuring the 
department so that workers can begin doing 
what they have been trained to do. Until recently, 

a union craftsman with 22 years of mechanical 
expertise had been spending his days cutting 
grass. “That’s all he was doing,” Schmidt said. 
“Now I’m able to use that craftsman to repair 
furnaces, do mechanical work and take care of 
some of the deferred maintenance.”

Tom McRae, a Republican member of the 
Finance Committee, likes the idea. Even at 
refineries and mills with strong unions, he said, 
management often hires outside businesses to 
handle their lawn care. “Because they have 
people who are highly skilled enough to rebuild 
a boiler, it probably doesn’t make sense that 
they should be out on a lawnmower,” he said. 
“We have a list of needs for numerous buildings 
that we own and we are taking craftsmen off of 
those tasks to do things like mowing grass? And 

there’s nothing wrong with people that mow 
grass. But they can mow grass better than we 
can, and there are people who can build boilers 
better than they can. So it just makes sense that 
we should be contracting that out.” 

The services will also include aeration, seed-
ing, weed control, trimming and tree mainte-
nance. 

In the weeks that have passed since the lawn 
professionals took over, Schmidt says he can see 
a “night and day” difference in the results.

“It’s not because my people did a bad job. 
They just didn’t have time,” Schmidt said. 
“Everybody thinks they’re trained to do their 
own lawns. Cut your grass. Throw out a little 
fertilizer. But people who are professionals take 
it to a whole new level.” 
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The application met all requirements and with no Council members 
opposed, the motion passed unanimously.

In other business, the Public Services Committee recommended 
the approval of awarding the MFT Material Bid Proposal to Beelman 
Logistics, LLC for Seal Coat Aggregate in the amount of $22,380 and Polo 
Trucking, Inc. for Coarse Aggregate in the amount of $5,080. 

Both of these materials will provide for the city’s Oil and Chip pro-
gram as well as in-house repair and replacements of road patches and 
sidewalk.

The purchase is budgeted and funded through the Motor Fuel Tax 
Account.

With none opposed, the motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was concluded with the approval of the American 

Legion’s annual Veteran’s Day Parade Saturday, Nov. 11. After receiving 
a recommendation for approval from the RASE Board, Council members 
approved the motion unanimously.

The next City Council meeting will take place at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
3 in the Council Chambers at City Hall. All meetings are open to the 
public. For more information, visit the city’s website at www.cityofed-
wardsville.com. 
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Holmes discussed why he shortened his book from approximately 300 
pages to 142 pages. 

“Most people don’t have time to read,” Holmes said. “I want to share my 
experiences with them and read certain excerpts,” said Holmes. 

Holmes shared an unusual detail about his writing process. 
“I had to put on a suit and tie like I was going to work in order to write,” 

Holmes said. “You have to become the person. Change your person, and 
that’s what I did.”

Holmes hopes people at the event buy his book because he thinks it may 
help those who are suffering. 

“I think this book has so much to say to people who are suffering, who are 
being manipulated,who can’t find their way because they don’t know where 
to turn,” said Holmes. 

The event will be at 7 p.m. Oct. 4 at the Edwardsville Public Library on 112 
South Kansas St. 

Artist's statement
Artist Scott Schlapkohl, of Godfrey, at right, speaks to Scott Norris, visiting from Chicago, during the Edwardsville Art Fair. Dozens 
of artists brought their creations to sell and show at the three-day event. Additional photos on theintelligencer.com.

Marci Winters-McLaughlin/Intelligencer
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Couple discovers vault under business
GREGORY J. HOLMAN
Springfield News-Leader

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (AP) — 
Ophelia's, a wine-and-tapas bar 
begun in 2006, already has a sto-
ried 21st-century history, having 
opened and closed twice in dif-
ferent downtown venues over the 
eleven years since its grand open-
ing.

As it turns out, the building 
where its owners plan to reopen 
the bar for a third time has a sto-
ried 19th-century history.

Team Ophelia's recently discov-
ered a fully intact vault under 
the building that nobody had 
been aware of for many decades, 
co-owner Tom Muetzel said.

Husband-and-wife business 
partners Tom and Lori Muetzel 
began reviving Ophelia's last year, 
responding to a crew of dedicat-
ed fans of the place who have 
adored the nomadic bar since Tom 
Carlson was mayor of Springfield, 
despite its two hiatuses.

Beginning last fall, the Muetzels 
began work on an 1873 building 
owned by Joe and Craig Hosmer 
of Northbridge 300, LLC.

Their original plan, as the News-
Leader reported in November, was 
to create a two-level Ophelia's 

using the building's street level 
and its basement. The Muetzels 
expected to open between March 
and June of this year.

Now, Tom Muetzel said they 
don't have an estimate of when 
Ophelia's will again serve wine, 
lunch, dinner, tapas, cocktails and 
beer.

The building's existing basement 
had a low ceiling, so the Muetzels 
conferred with the Hosmers (both 
of whom, Tom Muetzel noted, are 
taller than 6 feet) and the Hosmers 
agreed to excavate the basement 
floor by two to three extra feet, for 
the sake of head room.

What happened next was amaz-
ing.

Muetzel said that the property 
owners removed the street-level 
floor, then began digging out the 
basement floor.

On June 22, Marshfield-based 
ARCH Contracting began find-
ing mud, concrete, bottles, shoes, 
bowls and "all manner of turn-of-
the-century debris" from the base-
ment.

A week later, the contractors 
found the top of a stone arch in the 
middle of the mud.

"We literally just had a wine 
cellar fall into our laps," Muetzel 
said.

He and his wife plan to use it as 

a private event space with a small 
bar that might be open for general 
use if the upstairs Ophelia's gets 
very crowded.

At first, the parties involved 
thought the arch was mere foun-
dation debris, but they uncovered 
it slowly and found an opening 
that led to a 40-by-16-foot space 
full of spring water. Was it a cis-
tern?

They brought in pumps to 
find out. It took seven weeks to 
remove the water. They cleared 
more debris and began drying the 
room via a large industrial fan, an 
ongoing process.

The subterranean room has 
an 8-foot vaulted ceiling that's 
in "very, very good condition," 
Muetzel told the Springfield 
News-Leader .

He consulted John Sellars at the 
History Museum on the Square, 
and they now believe the room 
was used for cold storage and that 
it probably dates back to a dry 
goods store founded in 1867 on 
Commercial Street — three years 
before the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad came to the district, 
prompting a building boom.

Sometime between 1867 and 
1873, a fire broke out at a cluster 
of grain silos across the street, 
where Peruvian restaurant Cafe 

Cusco now stands. It burned so 
hot that the wooden dry-goods 
structure went up in flames.

At some point no later than 
the early 20th century, the 
Muetzels and the Hosmers think 
the sub-basement flooded with 
spring water, and its two entranc-
es were sealed off.

The current work on the room 
is a painstaking partnership with 
ARCH Contracting, Springfield-
based Hand Architecture and the 
Hosmers, Muetzel said.

"If you've ever been to Germany, 
it's a lot like what you find in 
areas along the Moselle (river and 
wine region), he said. "It's very 
reminiscent of (basement) raths-
kellers along there."

They are taking their time to 
create "something absolutely 
stunning," he said.

They believe the vault is unique 
in Springfield, even in a district 
like Commercial Street, which is 
littered with structures from the 
1880s that have been renovated 
since the 2000s.

"There are a whole set of ambi-
guities that come up when you 
find something like this," Muetzel 
said. "It's very important to do 
this in the right way with some-
thing as special as this building."


