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“It’s just really an honor to get this far three 
years in a row,” Locke said. “We’re just glad to 
be recognized.”

In other news, Locke said the store is moving. 
“It’s bittersweet,” she said. “I love this build-
ing.” The current building and the building used 

by Bailey Cakes across the street are owned by 
the same person, and both tenants lease. Locke 
and the owner of Bailey Cakes are switching 
buildings, and both are buying the new build-
ings. 

“I’ll own the building,” Locke said. She said 
she looks forward to owning the building, since 
she can make any changes. “It’s a little cozier,” 
she said of the new location, “but I think it has 
better visibility.” 

The current store will remain open until 
Dec. 23. The new store will open on Jan. 14 

of next year. 
The store is also having a book drive for the 

holidays through Dec. 16. “We’ll be collecting 
books for Good Samaritan House in Granite 
City,” Locke said. “Customers can donate a book 
and we will match the donation.” 

After the current store closes, Locke will 
be busy moving her stock across the street. 
Although she said she does not look forward to 
the move itself, she is looking forward to own-
ing her own space. “We’re excited to settle in,” 
she said. 

Regional
Page 3Monday, December 12, 2016 — www.theintelligencer.com

For eight years as president, Barack Obama showed 
an unusual interest in reforming higher education 
when compared with any other U.S. president in his-
tory. Most concerned themselves with primary and 
secondary education. The only possible exception is 
Abraham Lincoln, under whose administration the 
land grant university system was created. 

One reason for his interest in higher education may 
be because Obama himself once taught at the law school 
of the University of Chicago. Another may be that, in 
retrospect, Obama has always been a great admirer of 
Lincoln, mirroring his stances on many issues. 

As did Lincoln, Obama has always believed that 
the future of this country resided in having a strong 
production of college graduates. But this belief was 
accompanied by the conviction among his staff that the 
higher education sector needed to be more accountable 
and that its results should be measurable. By the same 
token he wanted to make higher education more acces-
sible and affordable. So, how did he perform in imple-
menting such beliefs?

Obama expanded Pell Grant funding. Pell grants, 
unlike loans, do not have to be repaid and are usual-
ly awarded to undergraduate students who have not 
earned a bachelor's or a professional degree so that they 
can enroll in college without further financial burden. 
He also signed legislation eliminating student loans 
being offered by private lending institutions, reducing 
the chance that students fall victim to predatory lend-
ing practices. He also capped student loan payments to 
not exceed 10 percent of students’ annual income. 

During his administration, there was an overhaul 
of the applications for federal student aid (FAFSA) by 

simplifying the process. This made college more afford-
able. He also proposed to make community college free 
for all students meeting certain academic goals, and for 
states opting in to subsidize 25 percent of total tuition 
costs. This promise went unfulfilled and was supposed 
to be implemented, and even expanded, by this year’s 
Democratic nominee. He also offered financial assis-
tance to more than 1.5 million incarcerated students 
who would be eligible for release in five years. 

Thanks to these initiatives the number of applications 
to college in 2009 increased by 20 percent and by the 
next year the U.S. hit a historic high in the number of 
students enrolled in colleges and universities – more 
than 21 million. 

His administration also pressed against for-profit 
schools that were making deceptive claims to enroll 
students while generating heavy student loan debt 
loads. These institutions were the most responsible for 
increasing the national student debt to more than $1 
trillion. As a consequence of this increased scrutiny, 
many for-profit colleges closed their doors while others 
softened their deceptive marketing practices. 

His Department of Education developed a 
“College Toolkit,” a sort of on-line guide to college 
providing information in areas such as statistical anal-
ysis of graduation rates, job placement and earnings of 
graduates. This measure was designed to counter the 

infamous school rankings that do not really measure 
student success. Yet, the heterogeneity of the higher 
education sector in this country did not allow for a sim-
ple way to measure those parameters and the plan was 
scrapped in 2015.

On one hand his administration emphasized the two-
year sector, but on the other support for historically 
black and minority-serving institutions was nowhere 
to be seen. In part that was not surprising since during 
his administration Obama seemed to shy away from 
issues where he might be seen as actively supporting 
minorities. 

When he delivered the commencement speech at 
Morehouse College, a private all-male liberal arts 
historically black college (HBC) located in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in May 2013, where he addressed issues such 
as black men “not making excuses,” it was the only 
occasion at which he did not seem to avoid racially 
related issues related to higher education. 

In fact, because his administration often criticized his-
torically black colleges and universities, he did not show 
any engagement with the White House Board of Advisors 
on HBCUs, and usually dismissed criticism in this area 
from the Congressional Black Caucus members. 

Under his administration the government became 
more active pressing institutions of higher education 
that were accused by their own students of looking the 
other way when it came to sexual assaults on campus. 
For example, in May 2014 the Department of Education 
disclosed a list of dozens of institutions under investi-
gation for potential Title IX violations related to sexual 
assault cases, bringing the issue into public view. That 
pushed many colleges and universities to make stricter 

policies regarding sexual assaults. Yet, to this day, those 
allegations continue and it is believed that many inci-
dents of sexual assaults are not even reported.

Another initiative of the Obama Administration 
was to fund, with $500 million, community colleges to 
develop distance learning and on-campus support for 
education in trade and technical careers. As with many 
other distance-learning initiatives, it did not work that 
well since such an approach of education is usually 
only effective with students who already have a good 
education background and higher financial resources, 
which is not the case for most of the population that 
you find attending two-year colleges.

This approach did not support the liberal education 
approach that emphasizes skills that are useful in any 
profession: critical thinking, problem solving, team-
work and communication abilities. Obama himself 
made some disparaging remarks towards some forms 
of liberal arts education, remarks for which he later 
apologized.

In 2015 the federal government announced the idea 
of pairing colleges with for-profit institutions to offer 
courses to low-income students in the areas of profes-
sional credentials and degrees in manufacturing and 
technical jobs. One of the conditions was that such 
partnerships should guarantee access and affordability. 
The idea was to propel manufacturing jobs in the U.S.

In summary, his legacy in higher education is mixed 
and could be graded as B-.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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“All we’re doing now is trying to take advan-
tage of the efficiency to design phase 2 concur-
rently with phase 1. The construction program-

ming would still be subject to approval through 
a recommendation through public services to 
Council,” Williams said. 

The plans for phase 2 will be viable for five 
years, even though no grant has been approved 
yet and there is no projected start date.

Even if the agreement is approved, alderman 
Barb Stamer said there may be a wait on the 
finances regardless.

“Approval of this is just the approval to do 
engineering. It’s not approval to award phase 
2 unless there is money…what this does is if 
funding does become available, we’re ready to 
go and ask for that funding. If we receive it, so be 
it; if not, it will remain somewhere on that list,” 
Stamer said.

With none opposed, all were in favor and the 
motion carried.
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Schmidt said the amount of com-
pensation shall not  exceed the figure 
of $58,108.45.

“We had $65,000 budgeted for this 
line item,” he said.

Flaugher thanked the board for its 
continued support of the fire depart-
ment.

The Village of Maryville first estab-
lished a fire department in 1904 as 
a volunteer fire suppression service. 
Today the village continues to pro-
vide not only fire suppression service, 
but also emergency medical services, 
rescue services, fire prevention educa-
tion and inspections and response to 
hazardous materials incidents.

The department is served by a 
combination of more than 30 vol-
unteer firefighters and three full-
time career firefighters/paramedics. 
The department protects over 10,000 
residents in an 8-square mile area, 
including the village of Maryville 
and the unincorporated surrounding 
fire protection district.

In other news from the fire depart-
ment, Flaugher presented his month-
ly response report to the trustees.

He said the department had a total 

of 101 calls for November. The calls 
included 74 EMS calls, five structure 
fires, 1 brush fire and 12 alarms. 
The remainder was a combination of 
standby, investigation and miscella-
neous calls.

With the fire department fiscal 
year closed, Mayor Larry Gulledge 
asked Flaugher if the calls had gone 
up or down compared to the previ-
ous year.

“Last year we had 1,068,” he said. 
“This year we ended with 1,129.”

Flaugher added that if the start of 
December is any indication of the 
coming year, the number might be 
higher next year.

“Hopefully the beginning of 
December isn’t an indication of the 
year to come,” he said. “We’ve had 
37 calls already in December.”

Gulledge thanked the fire depart-
ment for the hard work they do 
and the service they provide to the 
community. He extended a special 
thank you to the Fire Departments 
Ladies Auxiliary for their planning 
and hosting of the Santa Fest at the 
fire department.

“I know there are always a lot 
of people who look forward to the 
Santa Fest event at the fire house,” 
Gulledge said. “Once again, it was 
a great event and everything looked 
great.”
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This week Gibbons praised 
Collinsville Police, the Major Case 
Squad, and the Violent Crimes 
Unit. He also recognized the work 
of Madison County Coroner Steve 

Nonn and his staff as well as the 
Metro East Division of Forensic 
Sciences and members of the Illinois 
State Police and several Missouri 
agencies. 

On Wednesday, Akil Q. Harris 
pleaded guilty to charges of armed 
robbery and financial institutions 
robbery charges. He was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison. 

That incident happened on 

Nov. 10, 2015. Harris was arrest-
ed by Wood River Police after an 
investigation that was aided by 
Alton Police, the FBI, and the U.S. 
Marshals Office. 

Prosecutors allege that Harris 
and Solomon Hubbard, 23 of Alton, 
robbed Vantage Credit Union in 
Wood River. 

The suspects allegedly demanded 
money from credit union employees 

and immediately after the robbery 
allegedly were seen running north-
west from the credit union with 
an undetermined amount of cash, 
according to a statement at the time 
from Wood River Police.

Harris was arrested by U.S.  
Marshals when he got off a plane in 
Portland, Ore.

Hubbard was arrested shortly 
after the robbery.
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Friends of the Wildey Theatre are 
selling Wildey Theatre Christmas 
ornaments.  The ornaments are part 
of a larger fundraising effort to sup-
port the theater.  The ornaments 
include images of the Wildey mar-
quee, the ticket booth, the building’s 
façade, the stage, and a collage of 
images from the historic archives of 
the Wildey. Each heirloom quality 
ornament is approximately 1.5” x 
2.5” pewter and is being sold for $25.  
A set of all five ornaments is avail-
able for $100.

The Friends of the Wildey is a 
not-for-profit organization organized 
to support the Wildey Theatre with 
fundraising efforts.  In addition to 
the ornaments, the Friends of the 
Wildey also have available engraved 
sidewalk bricks and auditorium seat 
sponsorships for sale.

Orders can also be placed by 
contacting the Friends group at 
WildeyFriends@gmail.com or writ-
ing Friends of the Wildey, 70 Hairpin 
Drive, P.O. Box 0005, Edwardsville, 
IL  62026-0005.  The ornaments are 
being sold now through December 
30 while they last.

Pictured are the five ornaments available from the Friends of 
the Wildey.
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Friends of the Wildey 
selling ornaments
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The “Get to know m.e.” Campaign is pleased 
to announce its six 2016 scholarship winners. 
The campaign awarded two students from each 
of the following “Get to know m.e.” host spon-
sor Universities: Lindenwood University in 
Belleville, Ill., McKendree University in Lebanon, 
Ill. and Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
in Edwardsville, Ill.

The $2,000 scholarship recipients for the “Get 
to know m.e.” Campaign are:

• Emily Donovan and Kaitlyn Dixon of
Lindenwood University

• Allison Loehr and Kelsey Sutherland of
McKendree University

• Katie Terziovski and Allie Sweatt of Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville

Each of the recipients submitted an essay high-
lighting why they love living in the Metro-East. 
All recipients were required to be a resident of 
the Metro-East at the time of application, enrolled 
as a full-time student at one of the host sponsor 
Universities and be in good academic standing 
with the University or College.

Project manager of the campaign, Carol 
Bartle, says, “The purpose of this campaign 
is to positively impact our community. These 
scholarships are a great opportunity for us 
to help continue to improve the educational 
experience for students throughout the Metro-
East.”

“Get to know m.e.” was created to bring the 
Metro-East communities together, embracing 
the people who live and work here and the 
many attractions that we all share and enjoy. 
It also showcases the many attractions and 
lifestyle the Metro-East has to offer for those 

who live outside of this area.
Host sponsors of the Get to know m.e. cam-

paign for 2016 are: Ameren Illinois Anderson 
Hospital; Archford Capital Strategies, LLC; 
Auffenberg Enterprises of Illinois; Belleville 
News-Democrat; Cork Tree Creative, Inc.; 
Gori Julian & Associates, P.C.; Hospice of 
Southern Illinois, Inc.; Illinois American 
Water Co.; IllinoiSouth Tourism; Lindenwood 
University- Bellville Campus; McKendree 
University; Mathis, Marifian & Richter, Ltd.; 
Memorial Hospital; Robert "Chick" Fritz, Inc.; 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville; 
Strano & Associates Real Estate; TheBANK of 
Edwardsville; UMB Bank

To read the winning scholarships or to learn 
more about the campaign, please visit http://
www.get2knowthemetroeast.com/. You 
may also follow the campaign on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Instagram and Twitter. 

From left are: Kelsey Sutherland, McKendree University; Katie Terziovski, SIUE; Allison Loehr, McKendree University; Allie 
Sweatt; SIUE, Emily Donovan, Lindenwood University Belleville and Kaitlyn Dixon, Lindenwood University Belleville.

Local scholarship winners named
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