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Increasing costs, decreasing enrollments and 
doubts about its practical value has placed legal 
education in the U.S. under a controversial light. 
Until the mid-19th century legal training was 
essentially technical in nature. During that time 
many lawyers – like Abraham Lincoln – could 
afford to study the law by themselves without 
even attending any law school. By passing the bar 
exam, they were admitted into the legal profes-
sion.

After the Civil War legal education started 
to change. In 1870 a lawyer named Christopher 
Langdell was named dean of the Harvard Law 
School. During his 25 years at the helm of that 
school he changed the curricular structure, drasti-
cally reforming legal education. He introduced the 
“case method” approach, aimed at improving the 
critical thinking of students for purposes of class 
discussion. This meant that legal studies began 
to look more academic with a premium placed on 
scholarship rather than on practical skills. Law 
schools started to look more like other university 
studies – particularly like the humanities – than 
they did a vocational school. The teaching of the 
law, that used to take place in rented rooms away 
from the main campus of the university, was now 
welcomed in better buildings on campus whose 
construction was regularly funded by their alum-
ni. 

Since then, teaching in law schools began to 
look like the one popularized by the actor John 
Houseman in his role of Professor Kingsfield in 
“The Paper Chase” movie and subsequent TV 
series. The Socratic method became the favorite 

tool of the classroom, with students called on cold 
and expected to answer questions about examples 
from the casebook. 

In recent years many have called for a reform in 
the way teaching takes place in law schools. Yet, 
we have seen little movement in that direction. 
For example, clients at law firms have been com-
plaining that they have to pay high fees – usually 
several hundreds of dollars an hour – to lawyers 
who lack practical experience while they are being 
trained by their law firms or elsewhere in practi-
cal skills. This concern has been countered by law 
schools, which argue that the law has so many 
different specialties that if they were to provide 
practical training in each one of them it would 
be impossible to do in the three years of study 
common at law schools. This is an attention-grab-
bing argument because other professional schools, 
including medicine, do require years of hands-on 
experience before they allow their graduates to 
practice on their own. 

At the end of the day it all may have to do with 
prestige. School rankings have

become of utmost importance when it comes 
to competing for and recruiting top students – as 
well as securing alumni donations. Therefore, law 
schools have emphasized the recruitment of legal 
scholars renowned for their research instead of 

people with practical experience to be professors. 
A study published in 2010 in the South Carolina 
Law Review showed that since 2000 faculty hired 
at top-tier law schools had, on average, only one 
year of legal experience with nearly half of them 
not having ever practiced law. There are other 
signs of disdain towards practical experience in 
law schools. In an article published in 2011 in 
The New York Times, it was asserted that there is 
a wide belief that after lawyers have spent more 
than eight or nine years practicing, their chances 
of getting a tenure-track job at law schools start 
to dwindle.

Yet, efforts aimed at changing the approach of how 
to teach law has found mediocre success because of 
the apprehension tenure-track faculty feel towards 
change.  Among the attempts for change has been 
to increase emphasis on opportunities for students 
to practice in legal clinics that are designed to 
help people with modest or no resources get legal 
counseling free of charge, allowing students to get 
practical experience under faculty supervision. 
Good examples of that are the CUNY School of Law 
in Queens, NY, and Washington University’s Law 
School in St. Louis. Yet, according to the Center for 
the Study of Applied Legal Education, the percent-
age of law schools requiring this practical training 
is very low. 

Thus, law schools keep emphasizing scholarship 
over practical experience. Besides good grades, 
the highest accolade a law student can obtain is to 
make it into the scholarly journals that focus on 
legal issues and that are published by an organi-
zation of students at a law school or a bar associ-

ation, also known as “law reviews.” 
Today there are more than 600 law reviews in 

the U.S. generating over 10,000 articles per year. 
Although many of these publications comply with 
the high standards of scholarship of other disci-
plines, their practical value is generally consid-
ered very low. According to a study published in 
2011 in The Northwestern University Law Review 
on the decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
previous 61 years, only one third of their deci-
sions cited legal scholarship. In a famous quote by 
Supreme Court Justice Stephen G. Breyer, “There 
is evidence that law review articles have left terra 
firma to soar into outer space.”

The problem is that even if the majority in the 
legal profession agrees what needs to be done, 
they will face what in academia is called “passive 
resistance” to change, and that can be an intrac-
table barrier. The hope is that law firms, their 
clients and law students start to demand changes. 
The latter are paying top money for tuition – most 
of which ends up supporting faculty scholarship. 
The whole system should also place less emphasis 
on the name of the graduating institution while 
seeking to reduce the cost of legal education. On 
balance, after graduating from law school those 
newly minted lawyers have spent countless hours 
learning a lot of theories and facts that will be of 
little use in their day-to-day practice.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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“Recent studies show that stressed out, digitally overloaded adults want 
in on the fun, too,” said Kim Rompilla, Director of Platform Marketing, in a 
written statement for Crayola.  

If you want to try your hand at coloring, the Edwardsville Public Library 
is offering a “Coloring for Grown-ups“ session on Saturday, Aug. 6 in the 
conference room on the lower level. 

It’s free, and no registration is required. Colored pencils and adult coloring 
books will be provided. Perhaps best of all, no special skill is needed, says 
Devin Gordon, the library’s Adult Services Librarian. “Honestly, if you can 
just use the colored pencils, that’s all you really need. Anyone can do it.”

Nine people showed up for the first session, on June 4; six showed up for 
the July 2 gathering. 

Gordon grew up in the East Alton area. She received a BS in English 
from SIUE and then an MS in Library Science from Florida State. Then last 
Christmas she and her sister were given adult coloring books as gifts from 
their mother. Hers was an “Under the Sea” theme. The pages are dotted with 
squid, lobster, sea horses and a myriad sea life.

 “It’s artistic, it’s fun, but it’s not overwhelming. You’re not free-handing 
anything; it’s already there for you,” she says.

She began coloring in her free time. 
 The variety of titles for today’s adult coloring books is staggering. 

“Deadpool.” “Walking Dead.”  “Cats in Venice.”  “Forty Swear Words to 
Color Your Anger Away.” “Gothic Halloween: A Scary Adult Coloring Book.”

Gordon says most people come to the session knowing exactly what they 
want to do. They grab colored pencils, flip through the books, and then sit 
down and get to work.

“You can see their personalities coming through in their coloring,” she 
says. “Some choose a little bit softer pallet, and others have very vibrant and 
bold coloring,” she says. 

The final “Coloring for Grown-ups” meeting begins at 1 p.m. and ends an 
hour later. 

Coffee, tea, and other refreshments will be available. 
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The Public Services Committee 
followed suit, recommending the 
approval a Local Public Agency 
Agreement for Federal Participation 
for Quince Street. 

Alderman Jeanette Mallon said this 
agreement is essential for the Quince 
Street development.

“What this does is allow IDOT to 
allocate no more than $189,600 of the 
Illinois Transportation Enhancement 
Program funds for the Quince resur-
facing and shared-use path contract,” 
Mallon said. 

Without further discussion, the 
agreement was approved unani-
mously by council members.

The Public Services Committee 
also recommended the approval of a 
Professional Services Agreement with 
Knight Engineers and Architects, 
Inc. in the amount of $26,300 for the 
Olive Street Culvert replacement. The 
motion was approved.

Lastly, the Administrative and 

Community Service Committee 
addressed the council with various 
items on the agenda. The first motion 
for approval was for the adoption 
of the I-55 Corridor Zoning Map. 
Although aldermen Janet Stack and 
Barb Stamer were not in favor of the 
ordinance moving forward, the rest 
of the council overruled and the ordi-
nance was approved. 

Next was an ordinance amending 
the adoption of the 2006 edition of 
the International Building Code, not 
in conflict with the existing code. All 
were in favor and the ordinance was 
filed for a second reading. The ordi-
nance will be discussed at the next 
city council meeting.

The last item on the agenda was 
the recommendation of approval of 
an ordinance prohibiting parking at 
all times on Shell Lane. Although the 
motion was approved by the Public 
Services Committee and ACS, the 
council was also in agreement and 
filed the ordinance for first reading. 

The next Edwardsville City Council 
meeting will take place at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Aug. 2 at City Hall. All meet-
ings are open to the public.  
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The county is funding the proj-
ect by transferring money from the 
general fund to the capital projects 
fund, a practice it has followed for 
decades.

Meanwhile, the new $9 million 
project is proceeding in a piece-
meal fashion. While the original 
plan aimed to address needs such 
as expanding the kitchen, infirmary 
and sally port – plans which are now 
on hold – the new plan aims only 
to address code violations such as a 
lack of a sprinkler system in the stair-
well as well as the cell block area, 
creating a smoke evacuation system 
for the cell blocks, new fire alarms, 
and new sewers for the cell blocks.

Mark Niemeyer, with AAIC 
attended the July meeting of the 
Buildings Committee. 

AAIC and BRIC Partnership, the 
mechanical engineers on the project, 
have nearly completed the design 
and will be refining the final cost 
estimates. But the cost of the project 

is now about $1.3 million higher 
than a year ago, Niemeyer said, due 
to factors such as inflation and a 
decision to enlarge and relocate the 
mechanical room. 

Buildings Chairman Joe Semanisin 
said that all the parties involved 
in the planning of the jail renova-
tions will return to the September 
meeting. In the meantime, Sheriff 
John Lakin will be updated on the 
new cost estimates and asked for his 
feedback. 

In addition to addressing the defi-
ciencies, the Buildings Committee 
has been discussing whether to add 
improvements to the jail that are 
deemed necessary, such as updating 
the controls. For now, those plans are 
on hold as well.

Several members of committee 
agreed on the need to stay as close to 
the $9 million figure as possible.

County Administrator Joe Parente 
concurred.

“We’re sticking to the original defi-
ciencies that were in the original plan 
and trying to find if there are any 
cost savings some place,” he told 
committee members at the end of the 
meeting. 

Making it official
Mayor Hal Patton speaks to a large crowd underneath a pavilion at Leon Corlew Park during Saturday's grand opening and 
ribbon cutting ceremony.
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The Edwardsville Art Fair 2016 
is scheduled Sept. 23 to 25 in City 
Park.

The Intelligencer will regularly 
feature artists who are entering the 
fair.

For more information on the fair, 
visit http://edwardsvilleartscenter.
com/edwardsville-art-fair-2/

Artist:  Felicia Olin
From:  Springfield, IL
Artist Statement: I strive to cap-

ture a beauty, whimsy, and a sense 

of a dream world. I work mostly 
in acrylics but some of my work 
incorporates collage elements and 
mixed media. Some pieces may 
be acrylic with charcoal on top 
and sealed with a clear coat, some 
pieces are coated with resin to give 
a sheen. I sometimes take vintage 
images, collage them with glue 
onto a board with book pages, and 
paint over it with acrylics. I also 
use vintage frames, odd shaped 
wood plaques to add variety to 

my work.Quote:  "I try and incor-
porate recycling the past into my 
work. Some pieces have pieces of 
vintage sheet music collaged into 
them, or pages from books. One 
of my favorite things to do is hunt 
at garage sales and antique malls 
looking for fun and interesting old 
frames. "

Website: http://www.feliciaolin.
com

Artist:  Charles Dana
From:  St. Louis, MO

Artist Statement: My subjects are 
plants and insects, mainly close-
up and macro images. I strive to 
capture the essense of my subjects 
with simple, uncluttered images 
using color and form. I do all of 
myprinting and use water color 
type papers.

Quote:  "Artists strive to bare 
the soul of their subjects and in so 
doing, they also bare their own."

Website:  http://charlestdana.
com/

Edwardsville Art Fair featured artists

Pictured are works by Felicia Olin, left, and Charles Dana, right.

For the Intelligencer


