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One of the major challenges facing higher educa-
tion is financial stability and that is true whether it 
is a public or a private institution. We have always 
known that private colleges and universities are 
tuition dependent. That is, their cash flow requires a 
strong input of money from tuition and fees. Because 
of the constant decrease in public funding we are see-
ing a wave of “privatization” of public institutions, 
making them more and more dependent on tuition 
and fees just as their private counterparts. As the 
joke goes, public institutions have been transforming 
themselves from being state-funded to state-assisted 
to state-located.

So it is only logical that public colleges and uni-
versities look into increasing their enrollment of stu-
dents. The problem is that in many states we are see-
ing a demographic “deflation” where the number of 
high school graduates is either flat or decreasing. In 
competing for new students, these institutions have 
been engaged in practices such as offering in-state 
tuition to out-of-state students. This practice, as I 
have explained in a previous article in this column, 
is not only ethically dubious for the state’s taxpayers, 
but also self-defeating in the long run. At the end of 
the day we end up with a lot of institutions vying for 
the same pool of students and receiving a net loss of 
income.

Another tactic that some institutions have tried 
since the 1980s is the “Chivas Regal effect.” Chivas 
Regal is a scotch whisky usually associated with 
quality and endorsements by high profile celebrities 
such as Frank Sinatra and his “rat pack.” As the story 

is told in marketing courses, this brand of liquor, 
facing sluggish sales in the early 1950s, decided 
to increase its price without changing its product. 
This tactic was based on the idea that people would 
believe that “you get what you pay for,” and then pay 
a higher price for what they believe is higher quality. 
And it worked. Sales went up and established Chivas 
Regal as a brand of high quality, popular whiskey.

This tactic, which has also been widely used in the 
restaurant business, has been employed by colleges 
and universities with the idea that higher tuition 
will project the image of providing higher quality 
education, thus enhancing their ability to recruit 
students. This was viewed as a win-win tactic: more 
students and more money by each student. Although 
this practice was initiated by private institutions of 
higher education, I am afraid that some public ones 
that are allowed to set their own tuition and fees will 
follow the same path.

This phenomenon among institutions of higher 
education was studied by researchers who pub-
lished their analysis last January in the journal 
“Administrative Science Quarterly.” Using data from 
the “U.S. News & World Report” annual rankings of 
private colleges and universities from 2005 to 2012, 
they showed that a typical response by many of 
these institutions when they sharply lose status in 

these rankings was to increase their tuition. In other 
words, the Chivas Regal tactic. The use of this tactic 
was particularly true among those institutions that 
appeal widely to college applicants and whose rivals 
are relatively more expensive.

This approach reveals a number of fractures in 
the administration of higher education. First is the 
increasing dependence of what colleges and universi-
ties do with the unscientific rakings of popular mag-
azines such as the “U.S. News and World Report.” 
Once again, many forget that the real measure of 
quality in higher education is how well we prepare 
students to be successful in the real world. Rankings 
by commercial magazines never really measure that 
and are more a publicity stunt than a real measure of 
academic quality. This shows the proclivity of many 
college administrators to use gimmicks when under 
pressure. 

Second, this adds to the criticism that colleges and 
universities charge too much for the services they 
provide. This further casts a bad shadow on the rep-
utation of these institutions while fueling political 
demagoguery about higher education. Higher educa-
tion already is getting a very bad wrap in the media 
and in public opinion for us to create further damage 
to ourselves.

Third, this approach further increases a terrible 
national problem we are facing – escalating student 
debt. According to the Web site collegedebt.com and 
many other sources, the current cumulative student 
debt in the U.S. is nearly $1.4 trillion. Just to give an 
idea of how gigantic that debt is, credit card debt is 

about $882 billion and for auto loans, $750 billion. 
The fact that we are facing stagnant salaries only 
makes things worse since that weakens the ability 
for the population in general to pay back their loans. 

According to MarketWatch, student loan debt is 
growing at a rate of nearly $3,000 every second. 
About 36,000 Americans lost a portion of their Social 
Security checks in 2013 due to an unpaid federal stu-
dent loan, and that is only the federal part of it. Many 
students also own significant debt to other sources.

Although higher education institutions always try 
to pretend that they maintain high ethical values, the 
increase of their tuition and fees to restore their cash 
flow is an amoral solution to the problem. Instead, 
they should be more vocal about insensitive budget 
cuts, more prudent about escalating costs and more 
entrepreneurial about ethical ways to improve their 
finances.

In any case, given that this is a national problem 
with many ramifications, voters this November will 
have to look into which of the candidates and parties 
offer real solutions to this issue. Otherwise, the social 
and financial consequences to the country can and 
will be as severe as many others we are facing today. 
It is time to include the issue of student debt in the 
national political conversation. And we don’t need to 
do it over a drink of whiskey.

 
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
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“The Grand Canyon,” a student responded.
Heitman then turned her students' atten-

tion to classmates William Wojcieszak, Owen 
Powell, and Marlon King who presented their 
Prezi on Voyageurs National Park.  Using pic-
tures and facts about the park as well as a video 
highlighting the park's features, the young stu-
dents provided an insightful look into a nation-
al park that many may never have visited. 

The students then moved to the media center 
where the other groups worked on their nation-
al park Prezis.

Heitman said that the Prezi project was a 
great way to incorporate technology into their 
science studies.  “They haven't done Prezis this 

year, but as you can see they've taken off with 
it.  They are doing amazing with them,” she 
said.  

Heitman also pointed out that introducing 
the students to Prezis at the fourth grade 
level was something new.  “It's really become 
a requirement that they need to know how to 
use computers – working with Power Point 
and other things,” Heitman stressed.  “So the 
technology portion is something we try to 
embed in whatever we can.”

It's also another example of using a 
cross-curricular activity which District 7 
teachers routinely do.  “We'll learn a little bit 
more about the national parks and then we'll 
talk about the renewable and non-renewable 
resources.  That's something that I'm embed-
ding into our conversations now so that 
they'll have prior knowledge of once we get 
into it,” Heitman added. 

When Heitman talks to her students about 

recycling, she will naturally transition into 
talking about an annual Trashformations con-
test that the students participate in annual-
ly.  Trashformations is hosted each year by 
Madison County.  It challenges kindergarten 
through fifth grade students to take materials 
bound for the recycling bin and turn it into 
something up-cycled that's functional and 
new.  “So we're putting that all together and 
getting them to be stewards of their environ-
ment too,” Heitman noted.

The students are also getting a fun bonus 
from their study of the national parks.  The 
National Park Service is turning 100 years old 
in 2016, and to celebrate this special occasion, 
all fourth graders across the country can visit 
the National Park Service's website, complete 
an online fun, activity and print out a free 
Fourth Grade Annual Pass voucher that can 
be used at any national park through August.  
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“FLEX was the first state department pro-
gram for high school students,” Kerr noted.  
“It was started in 1992. It was (originally) 
for countries of the former Soviet Union.”

The goal of the FLEX program is to 
promote mutual understanding between 
citizens of the United States and countries 
across Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia 
while giving students from these regions 
the opportunity to learn about the U.S. and 
its institutions while teaching Americans 
about their countries. YES (Youth Exchange 
in Service) is another student exchange 
program that Kerr places students through.  
YES is designed for students from countries 
with significant or influential Islamic pop-
ulations.   

Both Svetlana and Klaudija spoke about 
differences between attending school in 
their hometowns compared to at EHS.  “In 
my school back home, I have 14 subjects 
that are all mandatory subjects,” Klaudija 
explained.  “And we don't have the same 
schedule every day.  We go through all the 
subjects in a week so we have different 
daily schedules but the same weekly sched-
ule.  There's three subjects out of the 14 that 
you get to choose.”

“We have 11 classes in general,” Svetlana 
noted about her hometown in Kazakhstan.  
“You are not able to choose your class-
es.   It includes Russian, English, French, 
Chinese, algebra, geometry, Russian liter-
ature, biology, chemistry, physics, music.  
We're required to do all of them.  We cannot 

choose what we want to do.”
Svetlana also pointed out that their 

schools don't have organized sport teams 
like American schools, but they participate 
on teams they find on their own.

“The only sport people play is soccer,” 
Klaudija noted about her hometown in 
Montenegro.  “We don't have American 
football.  And no one really wants to stay 
after school, while here it's kind of a plea-
sure to stay after school and go to the 
library, go to drama or play sports.  It's a full 
day and you meet a lot of people.”

The interaction between students and 
teachers has also been a big change from 
their home schools.  “I feel that teachers 
here are more accessible,” Klaudija said.  
“Here I noticed that, and not just for us 
because we're exchange students, but for 
other students too, teachers are always 
willing to help, always staying after school, 
and they are there before school. They are 
always available and willing to help so it's 
really nice.”

“Even if your teacher in a certain subject 
is not there, you can go to another teacher 
that teaches that subject – even if you don't 
know them – and they'd help you out,” 
Klaudija added.  “I wouldn't go up to a 
teacher back home that doesn't teach me a 
subject and talk to them.”

Svetlana felt that the relationship between 
teacher and student in her hometown was a 
little less formal than Klaudija's, but agreed 
that in the states “teachers are more like 
friends. We can talk to them and say what 
is going on in our life and ask for help even 
if it's not related to school.  Back home we 
have a relationship like teacher-student, not 
like friend,” Svetlana stressed.

Food was another interesting difference.  
“What I like is there's such a variety of food 
and such a variety of cultures,” Klaudija 

noted.  “So we get to experience Mexican 
food where back home it's Montenegro food 
and that's pretty much it.  But there's less 
processed food and fast food back home.  
We don't even have a McDonald's back 
home.”

Svetlana echoed Klaudija's sentiments 
about American food and added that while 
her hometown had fast food restaurants like 
McDonald's, that she was more accustomed 
to making her own meals which required 
several hours of prep time.  “If you want 
to cut mushrooms, you cut mushrooms.  
You can't just buy sliced mushrooms,” she 
explained.  “You have to cut the salad.  You 
can't just go and buy whatever you want.”

“There's so many options,” Klaudija added 
about grocery store shopping in the U.S. “It's 
overwhelming.”

Svetlana, being a healthy eater, found that 
American food could sometimes be a prob-
lem.  “For example, the cafeteria at school.  
I don't really like all the fast food.  It's like 
pizza and fries.  I want just salads,” Svetlana 
commented.  “In some high schools here 
companies directly work with high schools 
so that they can sell their food.  And back 
home they are making homemade food in 
the cafeteria so it's like salads and soups and 
whatever you want, but it's not fast food.  So 
it's a huge difference.”

Both young women spoke endearingly 
about their host families and how their host 
families had made an impact on them.  “I 
think I am very lucky,” Svetlana said.  “They 
gave me a lot of knowledges and experienc-
es and just understanding of like not only 
American culture but basic things you need 
to know.  I know I'm just changed a lot.”

Klaudija felt that her experience with her 
host family had made her more patient and 
open to others' opinions.  “Right away I 
wanted everything to be just perfect, but 

then I realized that I needed to get to know 
these people.  It was a very good process for 
me,” she said.  “I realize that I'm more under-
standing than I used to be.  It's different 
culture and it's kind of different views,  for 
example my host mom and I have different 
views, but it kind of makes us closer because 
we have this way of communicating.  I feel 
like I've grown up so much because I used 
to not really care about what others would 
think where now I'm very interested to see 
everyone's perspective.”

“I'm just very glad to have an under-
standing family,” Klaudija added.  “And I 
really appreciate that they don't treat me like 
a guest.  They treat me like their kid.  It's 
really nice.  I couldn't have asked for a better 
family.” 

Svetlana recalled that the hardest moment 
of her time in the states had been the 
moment she first arrived in the St. Louis 
airport.  “At first I was like super frustrated 
at the airport and then when I was in the 
car I was like, why am I doing this?  What 
am I doing here in America?  I just want to 
go back home,” she recalled.  “And now I'm 
like I don't want to go back home.”

“I'm really not ready to leave,” Klaudija 
added.

“It's sort of hard to explain the dynamic 
that takes place.  When they leave, there's 
enormous sadness, but at the same time 
there's been a friendship that's been estab-
lished and that friendship continues long 
after they've gone home,” Kerr explained.  
“So it's not like it's ending.  It's just like 
you're not seeing them.”

“Of course the idea behind the program 
is not just to boost their self-confidence 
but to hope that some of them will go 
back to their home countries and become 
influential people in their societies in their 
countries,” Kerr added.  “And then as they 

become influential people, they'll still have 
a connection to their days in America.  
They have friends here that they've made 
that might play a role in their future, but 
they'll have all the memories of how things 
worked in this society and then draw upon 
those things to make decisions to grow...”

“And I think we'll be very successful in 
that because for me personally I've already 
introduced my friends to what I've experi-
enced here,” Klaudija said.  “And so they 
are already changing those things.  It's kind 
of interesting to not only fight for your 
rights but to have someone there who has 
been introduced to a completely different 
system that can give new ideas.  So I feel 
that, that's one of the things I'm very excited 
about.  

Although Svetlana and Klaudija's time 
here in Edwardsville is coming to an end, 
Kerr is already making plans to place for-
eign exchange students for the 2016-17 
school year.  He is awaiting the announce-
ment of how many students have been 
selected to receive scholarships before he 
contacts host families.  As a result, he's cur-
rently looking for anyone in the St. Louis or 
metro-east area who is interested in hosting 
a foreign exchange student.  

Host families can be singles, couples 
(with or without children) or empty nesters.  
Host families must agree to provide a place 
of sleep and study, provide three meals per 
day and provide transportation to and from 
school when a school bus is not available.  
The student must maintain a “B” average 
in classes in the host high school, complete 
a minimum of 30 hours of volunteer ser-
vice and join a leadership club or activity.  
The student also comes with full health 
coverage, a monthly stipend for spending 
money and funds available for school-relat-
ed expenses.
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During the investigation into the crash, the officer said Haynes had red 
bloodshot eyes, a strong breath of odor and was unsteady on his feet at times. 

Haynes was placed under arrest at 10:35 p.m., and he failed the field sobri-
ety test at 11:25 p.m.

The alcohol concentration came back at .152.
Haynes was convicted or had previous court supervision from similar inci-

dents in April, 1997, and September, 1998.
A preliminary hearing for 9 a.m. on March 11 with Judge Kyle Napp has 

been scheduled.
Bond was set at $50,000.
Dedrick D. Hampton, 34 of St. Louis, was charged by the Madison County 

State's Attorney for alleged theft under $500 (2nd subsequent offense). It's a 
Class 4 felony.

According to court documents, Hampton allegedly took a Samsung Note 3 
from World Wide Technologies. It's valued between $279 and $380.

Hampton had been convicted of theft previously in May, 2003, in St. Louis 
County.

Bond was set at $15,000 for Hampton, who was not in custody as of March 
3.
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Kelsey Hurley, Courtney  Wojtowicz, Grace Blakemore, and Hannah Hutchison work on their presentations.
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Career fair to take 
place in Highland
For the Intelligencer

The Highland Chamber of 
Commerce, in conjunction with the 
City of Highland, is hosting the 
second Highland Works bi-annual 
career fair on March 18, 2016. 

Registration is now open for 
government agencies, not-for-
profit organizations, and for-profit 
employers. 

Businesses will have exposure to 
high school students, college stu-
dents from four area colleges and 
universities as well as under-em-
ployed and un-employed commu-
nity members.

“Highland Works is a collab-
orative effort between the City 
of Highland and the Highland 
Chamber of Commerce to serve 
the needs of our growing business-
es. It is a great opportunity to col-
lect resumes and assess candidates 
face-to-face. 

This is not only great for the 
employers but also for the candi-
dates. We all know that resumes 
don’t tell the whole story and face-
to-face interactions can make a 
big impact.” said Nancie Zobrist, 
Executive Director of the Highland 
Chamber of Commerce. “We 
intend for this spring career fair 
will attract new graduates back 
into the community as they begin 
their adult careers.”

The Highland Works Career Fair 
last fall had eighteen companies 
participate and was attended by 
over 70 job seekers.

All registered employers receive 
a covered table, two chairs, and 
their named mentioned in all 
advertising materials. 

Companies can register by 
calling the Highland Chamber 
of Commerce at 618-654-3721 or 
sending an email to nancie@high-
landillinois.com.


