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After the Soviets shocked the world by launching 
Sputnik in 1957 there was a widespread sentiment in 
this country that we were behind in the space race. It 
was thought that if something wasn’t done – and with 
great determination –communism would soon dominate 
the world. The result was not only a reorganization of 
the scientific establishment in the United States, but also 
a lot of resources were poured into improving scientific 
literacy. The final result was that we beat the Soviets in 
the race to the moon, but just as importantly we devel-
oped the best and largest system of higher education in 
the world.

The history of this country is replete with examples of 
when the federal government took the lead in improving 
postsecondary education, like when the great land-grant 
universities were created during the Civil War era. Today 
these schools constitute the backbone of the nation’s 
public system of higher education.

Now that the political season has begun, we are start-
ing to hear discussions not only about higher education 
but also about scientific matters that will test in one way 
or another the scientific literacy of our political leaders 
and of the public in general. So, how well does the U.S. 
stand when it comes to scientific literacy?

On a regular basis the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), the main federal branch that deals with policies 
and funding of science, conducts studies to determine 
the level of scientific literacy in the U.S. The last time 
they published the results of their study was last year 
and what follows are some of the highlights.

For example, nearly two-thirds of Americans said that 
astrology is “not at all scientific.” While that sounds reas-
suring, it is still a matter of concern that something that 
is so demonstrably false as checking one’s horoscope to 
determine one’s behavior is still believed by a third of 
Americans. 

When it comes to evolution (an issue that came up 
in previous presidential debates) only 48 percent of 
Americans believe in this natural process, while 70 per-
cent of European respondents and 76 percent of Japanese 
ones accept it as scientific fact. According to studies car-
ried out since 1985, the U.S. is at the bottom of 34 countries 
that were also surveyed about their belief in evolution. 
Only respondents in Turkey had a lower level of accep-
tance of evolution as fact than those in the United States.

Climate change is another issue that has become a 
matter of hot political debate, particularly after the 
announcement by the Obama Administration that they 
were taking stronger measures to reduce the emission 
of greenhouse gases that provoke an increase in the 
global temperature of the planet. Yet, it seems that the 
American public is not particularly concerned about 
it. According to a Gallup poll in 1989, 63 percent of 
the public saw “global warming” as an issue of which 
they “worry a great deal.” But by 2013 that percentage 

decreased to 58, despite the fact that there is an almost 
unanimous consensus among scientists that it is the 
major environmental problem facing humanity – and 
that human activity is the main cause. But in other coun-
tries the concern is much higher. In Canada, 71 percent 
of people consider climate change a major problem. In 
Latin America the number is 73 percent and 74 percent 
in the developed parts of Asia. 

But the lack of scientific literacy not only has to do 
with controversial issues. It also deals with some of 
the most basic tenants of science. For example, only 74 
percent of Americans know that the earth orbits the sun 
(instead of the other way around), 84 percent that the 
center of the earth is very hot and 53 percent know that 
electrons are smaller than atoms. All of these facts are 
usually taught in primary school.

Even worse, according to a Gallup poll about three 
quarters of Americans believe in some sort of paranor-
mal phenomena (ghosts, witches, telepathy, extrasensory 
perception, etc.) for which, of course, there is not a single 
shred of scientific evidence.

Are all the results from these studies that bad? Not 
necessarily. According to the NSF study, 80 percent of 
Americans say that they are interested in learning about 
new scientific discoveries. When it comes to federal 
funding for science, about 4 in 10 Americans believe 
that we are spending “too little in research,” 5 in 10 that 
the spending is about right and only 1 in 10 that we 
are spending too much. Therefore, the vast majority of 
Americans believe that funding to science should not 

only be maintained, but also increased. The same study 
shows that people believe that the government spends 
too little on education.  

These are words of caution to those demagogues who 
proclaim that there should be less federal investment 
in science and technology. And since most scientific 
knowledge is developed in colleges and universities, 
we should be very critical of those who propose further 
cuts in higher education. The weaker our postsecondary 
education system, the weaker is our country.

If Sputnik and the land-grant universities are not good 
enough examples of what we should be doing these 
days, think about World War II. The Germans were the 
ones who developed the concept of nuclear fission in 
1938. Because of the threat that they could produce an 
atomic bomb, the U.S. put a lot of resources and efforts in 
developing its own before the Nazis did. Whatever your 
opinion about its use in Japan in 1945, that was another 
example of how this country has based its success on sci-
entific progress and not suspicion of or plain disbelieve 
in science. 

As the astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson said recent-
ly, he had no problem with people believing what they 
wanted. “But if that belief is not based on scientific 
truths, you should not be creating legislation based on 
it.”

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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The Edwardsville Art Fair 2015 is scheduled Sept. 25 to 27 in City Park.
The Intelligencer will regularly feature artists who are entering the fair.
For more information on the fair, visit http://edwardsvilleartscenter.com/

edwardsville-art-fair-2/
Artist:  Diann Wensing
Basic Info: Diann Wensing is a talented fibers artist who creates wear-

able art.  She is from Waterloo, IL and this will be her second year in the 
Edwardsville Art Fair. 

Artist Statement: My felted works are styled to highlight the exquisiteness 
found in women. My artwork is an adornment to be worn, felt and experi-
enced. I use the softest wools and fibers in magnificent color blends intended 
to provide the wearer a gorgeous, velvety, almost dream-like feel piece of art. 

My evolution as an artist is derived from the distinctive blend of high artis-
tic values and imagination that demands natural inspiration. I mix tradition-
al, sometimes turn of the century techniques with forward-thinking methods 
for a modern yet classic design. My artwork is designed for simplicity and to 
be worn with casual sophistication for any occasion. 

Edwardsville Art Fair 
featured artist

A scarf by Diann Wensing.
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“We need to have a minimum 
acreage in order to rezone or it 
would be spot zoning. In order to 
rezone a standalone R-1 tract of 
land, you need to have at least five 
acres or connection to another R-1 
property,” Hanson said.

Victor Cardona, the owner of 231 
South Kansas Street, was in favor of 
moving to R-1.

“There are a couple of reasons I 
requested that we reconsider the 
rezoning process for South Kansas 

Street,” Cardona said. “When the 
original zoning process stalled in 
the beginning of the year, we were 
told we wouldn’t be able to rebuild 
or reconstruct our home if a calam-
ity were to strike. That’s a devastat-
ing financial blow for all the home-
owners on that side of the street. We 
didn’t feel comfortable living under 
that cloud. At the same time, since 
putting our house on the market, 
due to changes in lending practices 
our house can’t sell at full market 
value. The pool of potential buyers 
has been limited greatly.

“I think it’s prudent course of 
action to try and rezone to R-1 to 
protect the homeowners and the 
occupants that live in those resi-
dences.”

Danny Mainer, the owner at 227 

South Kansas Street, also argued in 
favor of the switch and asked to be 
added to the rezoning.

“I intend to be a long-term resi-
dent in my occupied residence, and 
I would like that protection in case 
of a catastrophe. If for some reason 
I do wish to sell in the far future, I 
would like to get market value,”

Mainer was one of two unrespon-
sive surveys.

Following the public hearing, 
sub-committee member Larry Miller 
said he was in favor of the rezoning.

“This all started in 1995 and the 
comprehensive plan. In the compre-
hensive plan, we tried to build city 
centers where people could walk 
to businesses. I don’t understand 
why a predominant residential area 
where you could walk to the city 

was zoned B-1,” Miller said. 
Jill Bufford and Beth Schlueter 

made motions to table the item, but 
the sub-committee voted to contin-
ue with the process.

“I’m not sure we are going to be 
able to find out much more about 
South Kansas Street between now 
and when this things come back on 
the table,” Mark Rabe said.

In the proceeding vote of rezon-
ing the properties from B-1 to R-1, 
John Mullane, Bufford, Schlueter 
and Ben Powell voted against. Rabe, 
Miller and Paul Pitts voted yes. Matt 
Brandmeyer abstained from the 
vote, which counted towards major-
ity for 5-3 in favor of not rezoning.

The item will now be discussed 
at the ACS meeting on Aug. 27 with 
Plan Commission’s recommenda-
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“We give customers a punch card and give 
them one punch for a $20 purchase,” Morris 
said. “When they get 12 punches, they get $15 
off their next order. I’m a sucker for programs 
like that, so I thought our customers might like 
it.”

They also offer a reminder service. “It’s great 
for people who need their memories jogged,” 
Morris said. “They provide us with import-
ant dates and we email them a week ahead to 
remind them about it.”

“We had a woman sign her husband up,” 
Orofino said. “She came in later and told us it 
worked. He remembered.”

The shop recently held their first Sips and 
Snips. In this program, a group of friends can 
come in and bring their own food and drink. 
“Deb teaches them how to make an arrangement 
and they each make their own and go home with 

them,” Morris said. “They had a lot of fun,” 
Orofino said. They have another group sched-
uled next month.

They also offer a Bouquet of the Month club. 
“It starts at $55,” Morris said. “It’s free local 
delivery and a minimum three month member-
ship. You select the date each month when you 
want them delivered. It’s a really nice gift. You 
can send flowers for someone’s birthday and 
then the next month and the next month also.”

“It’s great for those people who have every-
thing,” Orofino added. 

So far, business has been good, the partners 
said. “I was surprised by how much walk-in 
business we’ve had,” Orofino said. “We thought 
there was a need on this side of town, but we 
didn’t realize how much.”

They also deliver to SIUE and offer a 10 per-
cent discount to students with a student ID.

 “We highly underestimated the amount of 
gift items we would sell,” Morris said. “We 
don’t stock things other places sell,” she added.

“I think flowers are easy, but that stuff is 
hard,” Orofino said. “It’s takes time to find 
suppliers.”

Morris said that they’ve been able to find 

several local suppliers. They stock Bissinger’s 
candy from St. Louis, some gift items from St. 
Louis, and jewelry from Collinsville. 

The shop does weddings, and has no mini-
mum on wedding orders. Some shops require 
that a certain amount be spent. “We do wed-
dings for every budget,” Orofino said. “Every 
wedding is different. We did two in one month 
– one was over $1,000 and one was under $300.” 
She added that there were more and more  
do-it-yourself’ brides. “A lot of them want to do 
their own bouquets and we do the attendants’ 
flowers,” she said. “Some florists want to do it 
all. We’ll do what you want us to do.” 

They provided flowers for the EHS prom this 
spring. “That’s a good example of do-it-your-
self,” Orofino said. “They just got the flowers 
from us and arranged them themselves.” 

Morris said they get flowers delivered four 
times a week and process them immediately. “We 
take care of them right away. The way we process 
them helps them last longer.” 

Owning a business with a friend has not been 
a problem, both women said. “We don’t agree on 
everything,” Orofino said. “We decided early that 
we don’t make decisions on our own.”

Continued from Page 1

Peterson has finished 32 Ironman events, half of them at Lake Placid. 
Almost incredibly, Ironman competitions finish with a full marathon.
Germer started slowly but picked up the pace for the second loop before 

running into a bit of trouble. “I felt great the whole race except for the last 
two miles when I had to walk because when my stomach got a little upset,” 
he said.

The high point of the day was when thousands of spectators cheered him 
and the other runners on during the marathon. “It’s huge when you’re mak-
ing those loops through town and back out,” he said. 

His wife, Pam Tester, and daughters Jenna and Jordan were there to root 
him on as well. Both daughters attended the University of Missouri. Jenna 
graduated recently and left in the middle of July to get ready for her first 
teaching job, in Jefferson City, Mo. Jordan is in her second year at Mizzou.

“Having them cheer you on was awesome,” Germer said. “I had a big smile 
on my face as I came through town, just knowing they were watching and 
following my race.”

Germer plans to compete in a second Lake Placid Ironman next July, but 
this time he wants to beat his time by an hour. “My goal is to do three, so that 
no one can tell me it was a fluke.” 

IRONMAN

FLOWERS
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Market giants fade from landscape
METROPOLIS, Ill. (AP) — This is 

a story about a giant statue — and so 
much more than that. Rising some 30 
feet in the air, Big John is a Southern 
Illinois icon, a giant symbol for a 
region and culture that holds tight 
to the values of hard work and grit 
through changing seasons.

Perhaps now more than ever, as 
economic forces turn a cold shoulder 
to rural America, the few Big John 
statues that remain here are as much a 
reflection of the state's bottom quarter 
as anything.

Most of the fiberglass men that 
dotted Southern Illinois, Western 
Kentucky and Tennessee have moved 
on, some resting in a fiberglass grave-
yard, others purchased at auction and 
put on display in various parts of the 
country by collectors who have a fas-
cination with, perhaps even a love for, 
the giant marketing symbols that were 
born into the small-town economic 
glow of the 1960s.

Both the local grocery store chain 
by the same name Big John marketed 
for some 50 years, and the coal mining 
industry he was built to celebrate have 
diminished with the passing years as 
the Big John statues have been hauled 
off or buried along with the era that 
gave him life.

Beginning in the late 1960s, the 
once prosperous chain grew over the 
decades into more than 20 stores, eight 
of them in Southern Illinois commu-
nities: Eldorado, West City, Carmi, 
Metropolis, Fairfield, Olney, Flora and 
West Frankfort.

Today, only a few remain under 
individual ownership. In Illinois, 
they are in Metropolis and Eldorado. 
In Carmi, a former Big John also 
stands outside of a Little Giant gro-
cery store.

Of the roughly 25 statues produced 
at a sign company in Cape Girardeau, 
the newspaper was able to confirm 
the location of seven of them: three 
in Southern Illinois, two in Texas and 
one each in Florida and West Virginia. 

Others were destroyed or their loca-
tions are unknown.

The Big John in Metropolis recently 
returned to the job after a 10-month 
medical leave. His huge right arm fell 
off in 2014 under the weight of passing 
years and two heavy grocery bags.

They took him apart at the waist 
and hauled Big John to Dave's Powder 
Coating and Hydrographic in Joppa, 
which had no experience in repairing 
giants but had worked on fiberglass 
Corvettes.

The wait for his return nearly tore 
the town apart.

"They liked to drive us crazy," said 
shop owner Dave Fletcher. "They 
wanted to know when he was going 
to be done. They were all worried 
about when he was coming back. ... 
We couldn't go nowhere."

When his arm fell, no one was 
injured. But the groceries in the bags 
shattered, as did parts of his hand. 
Once inside, Fletcher also discovered 
rusted bolts near his nether regions 
and a bevy of sparrows' nests inside 
his hollow legs.

"He was in very bad shape," Fletcher 
said. "A whole lot worse than every-
body thought."

Perhaps Southern Illinois folks 
worried for his return because Big 
John is more than a marketing tool. 
He's a relic of more prosperous days. 
Sure, he's a cool dude, towering at 
least 12 feet above Superman just 
down the road. But people here also 
cling to Big John because he rep-
resents a notion worth holding onto: 
That the little man can make it, too.

While marketing was his primary 
role — and he served it well — Big 
John has stood as a tall symbol of 
a time period when unique, locally 
owned stores still made up the vast 
majority of small-town economics, 
when there were still shops offer-
ing food, flowers or pharmaceutical 
needs under separate roofs, when 
your groceries were still bagged by a 
clerk and hauled to your car.

In this June 12, 2015 photo, a giant fiberglass Big John stat-
ue holding two shopping bags stands outside the local Big 
John grocery store in Metropolis, Ill.

Associated Press


