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For years colleges and universities, particularly 
private ones, have been involved in a practice known 
as tuition discounting. The practice involves telling 
students and their families that the actual cost of 
attending a particular institution is much more than 
what they are being charged. What it really means is 
that they charge larger amounts to well-to-do parents 
as a form of maximizing revenues, while claiming big 
discounts for less well-to-do students.  

The way it is done is by offering merit and athletic 
scholarships to attract students those colleges want, 
regardless of their actual financial needs. Yet by doing 
so, institutions of higher education are becoming 
engaged in an arms race that has little long-term 
future. It also doesn’t help the significant portion of 
truly needy students.

The rationale behind this tactic is that although most 
people pay less than the actual cost because of govern-
ment subsidies and private donations, by inflating the 
calculations of the theoretical cost, a particular college 
appears as very generous. This behavior, in turn, can 
be used as a fundraising tool with alumni.  

When it comes to merit scholarships, these insti-
tutions know that admitting students who are more 
academically qualified increase their chances to retain 
and graduate them, another yardstick that enables 
them to look good before legislatures and in rankings 
like those in U.S. News & World Report. For athletic 
scholarships, this tactic also improves a college’s suc-
cess in recruiting athletes, which, in turn, will improve 
their reputation in sports headlines. 

Additionally, many public institutions that tra-
ditionally have charged less to their state residents 
under the premise that they are already contributing 
through their state tax dollars, are offering in-state 
tuition to residents of other states.  

They do this in response to ever decreasing state 
government support. Public institutions of higher 
education are becoming more and more dependent 
on tuition dollars (just as private colleges are). And 
because the demographics in many states – including  
Illinois – indicate a dwindling population of high 
school graduates, these institutions feel they need to 
recruit more and more students, regardless of where 
they live.

This tactic raises a number of financial and ethical 
issues that make it self-defeating in the long term. 
First, state institutions that offer in-state tuition (i.e., 
discounts) to students of other states (generally neigh-
boring ones) require those states to reciprocate. The 
result? States are competing for the same students but 
charging them less for the same services. This results 
in a net loss of revenue for all involved.

From an ethical perspective, why should the taxpay-
ers of one state subsidize the education of residents of 
a different state? Some public colleges have gone so far 
as to offer in-state tuition to international students so 

they can claim a larger headcount of students. 
Another issue is how these tactics affect students with 

meager means. Recent studies have shown that because 
of this tactic, four-year flagship universities give less 
than half of their aid for truly needy students. For pri-
vate schools it’s even worse. More than 70 percent of 
them offer merit awards. This means that barriers to an 
education remain in place only for those students who 
cannot attend college for financial reasons alone.

Because almost all institutions are using these same 
approaches, the competitive edge among colleges is 
disappearing. According to a recent study, 44 percent of 
public colleges and 45 percent of private ones now end 
up with a lower SAT average for their entering class 
because of these policies. 

In a recent book by Suzanne Mettler titled “Degrees 
of Inequality,” the author demonstrates that all this 
financial aid ends up supporting mostly people with 
high income. For example, for the 20 percent at the top 
of the income spectrum the cost of attending a public 
college has increased from 6 to 9 percent of total family 
income between the years 1971 and 2011. Yet, for the 20 
percent at the bottom, the cost of public education rose 
from 42 to 114 percent of the family income during the 
same period.  

Another problem for colleges and universities fol-
lowing this path is the effect on their rating by Moody’s 
Investors Service. Moody’s is an agency that rates 
the value of institutions’ credit ratings. The lower the 
rating, the higher the interest they have to pay when 
borrowing money. Not only that, but now a number 

of savvy donors look at those numbers when deciding 
whether or not to give philanthropic support to an 
academic institution. The rationale is that the lower the 
rating, the less worthwhile the institution.

The best proof that these strategies do not even work 
from a financial standpoint for public institutions is a 
recent study by the National Association of College and 
University Business Officers. It showed that tuition rev-
enue remains stagnant. If there is an indication of what 
higher education needs to do to face this issue it is the 
fact that while national enrollment in higher education 
dropped by 0.8 percent, it increased by 2 percent at pri-
vate four-year colleges.

Some private institutions, such as Franklin & Marshall 
in Pennsylvania and Macalester College in Minnesota, 
have been shifting merit scholarships money into 
need-based scholarships. Far for being a financial 
or academic calamity for them, they have seen their 
admissions yield rate (percentage of admitted students 
who applied), selectivity, SAT scores and diversity of 
economic background of incoming students increase.  

Although everybody knows that students are 
price-sensitive when it comes to deciding which 
college to attend, they are also concerned about the 
quality of education they will receive. Colleges and 
universities should concentrate on quality instead of a 
self-defeating arms race.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Helping Habitat
John Hutson, representing Eaton's B-Line Business (right with check), presents a check for $15,000 to the Edwardsville/Glen 
Carbon Habitat for Humanity board at the organization's recent monthly meeting.  The funds will go toward Habitat's next local 
home build.
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“This will be kind of similar to the Gerber Road projects we’ve done 
through STP money. We’ve done West Union Street, where we have to have 
a lot more detail with it being federally funded and with state involvement 
as well.”

Anticipated cost is $625,000 with up to 75 percent paid through the STP 
funds.

With the grant, the city is responsible for the engineering costs, which will 
be motor fuel tax funds.

A motion and second were made and the professional services agreement 
will be forwarded to the city council with a recommendation to approve.

A subsequent resolution authorizing the use of motor fuel tax funds will 
also be forwarded to the council with a recommendation to approve.

Finally, the committee is recommending approval of a sole source resolu-
tion for the purchase of a concrete storm shelter.

Assistant City Engineer David Sirko told the committee at the M Street 
facility there is currently nowhere for the employees there to take shelter in 
case of severe weather.

Total cost is $27,799.
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After being named chief in September, 2014, one of Link’s first tasks was to 
adjust the police department’s organizational chart.

One of his goals was to have two lieutenants on staff as opposed to one.
That meant some duties were shuffled.
“If you recall, back in December, January, I came before you and asked 

that we change our organizational structure to go from one lieutenant to two 
lieutenants,” Link said. “As part of that, we got two lieutenants – one is over 
patrol, one is over administration and investigations.”

Lt. Mark Foley is over administration and investigations and his job will 
now cover public safety answering point/communications.

The former public safety answering point/communications supervisor is 
now the records manager, which is a new position under the organizational 
chart, but not a new hire.

Link also kicked off a discussion regarding the Glen Carbon Fire Protection 
District’s desire to purchase property at Citizen’s Park, the baseball field 
behind Fire Station 1.

Fire Protection District officials brought their request to the village’s Public 
Safety Committee, at which time they said Fire Station 1 is outdated and 
small and needs to be made more accommodating for the next 50 years, Link 
said.

Jackstadt said such discussions date back to 2013 and while other sites have 
been considered, cost has been a factor.

“It’s my understanding that the Fire Protection District has looked at other 
sites. . . and that it keeps coming back to the location of Fire Station, that gen-
eral vicinity,” Jackstadt said.

One concern the mayor has is losing a baseball field, even one that is pri-
marily used for practices.

“Several years ago, we had a survey done: What the residents would like to 
see in their parks. And they had on their list, baseball fields. In essence they 
wanted more baseball fields,” Jackstadt said.

One is planned for Schon Park, but that is down the road.
And, because the southeast corner of the property behind Fire Station 1 is 

in a flood plain, relocating the baseball field while expanding the fire house 
isn’t a good option.

Eric Wilson, representing the Glen Carbon Fire Protection District, said the 
location of Fire Station 1 is ideal.

“That’s been a very good location for fire and EMS,” he said. “It’s so cen-
trally located. It’s hard to get away from.”

The Fire Protection District is looking into having the Citizens Park prop-
erty appraised.

Trustee Jorja Dickemann said she would like to know more about  how 
the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Little League and others currently use the 
field.

Wilson, meanwhile, said while Fire Station 2 opened in 2000 near the 
intersection of Route 159 and Main Street, demand for services has increased.

He said 800 ambulance calls were received in 2010 while 1,500 were 
received last year.

He said expanding the Fire Station could raise it two stories or make it a 
larger facility.
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“It gives us a much better oppor-
tunity to patrol on the bicycle trails 
within the city of Edwardsville. We 
also intend on using them for our 
parades and festivals. They’re a great 
community outreach tool, kids will 
come up to our officers anyway but 
especially when they’re on bicycles. 
Those are the kind of things that real-
ly help our ability to do policing in 
a user-friendly way,” Edwardsville 
Police Chief Jay Keeven said.

Keeven said officers will be trained 
with the goal of having them out on 
bikes.

“We’re happy to have the bicycles, 
we’re happy to put to officers on 

bike patrols. Our goal is to have at 
least one officer from each of the four 
patrol squads trained so that on any 
given day, when we are at full staff, 
those officers can spend a couple 
hours or longer riding the trails or 
riding in the city,” Keeven said.

Just as a police car is equipped 
with special equipment, the bikes are 
also special outfitted.

Kane said the bikes are designed 
by iForce, a U.S. company that man-
ufactures patrol bikes exclusively.

Mountain-bike style, the two bikes 
are equipped with vehicle grade 
sirens, speakers to address the public 
and flashing LED lights.

In order to handle heavy-duty law 
enforcement use,  the bikes have 
puncture-resistant Kevlar tires, an 
adjustable air shock and disc brakes. 

The Cyclery and Fitness Center 
assembled the bikes.
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“Recently we had a conference – we had sev-
eral high schools represented in this area as well 
as many extra curricular clubs from EHS, and we 
all had a great discussion about the direction that 
we’d like this to move in.”

The video that the students had previous-
ly shown the board explaining their Youth 
Environmental Network plans had been subse-
quently submitted to the Green Schools Quest 
competition.  

Thirty-eight schools participated in the 2014-15 
Green Schools Quest, and the EHS Environmental 
Club placed first in the competition.

Anderson, a board member with U.S. Green 
Building Council as well as a District 7 par-
ent, presented the Environmental Club members 
with the award and $750 for placing first.  “I’m 
really excited to be here today to present this 
award to this group,” Anderson said.  “I remem-
ber Eden was in a group with my daughter back 
in third grade at Columbus Elementary School, 
and they created this Students for the Earth club. 
They had found this little patch of dirt out on 
the playground that they felt deserved to grow 
grass. They filled up empty water bottles with 
grass seeds and put them in their backpacks, 
carried the grass seeds out there and then they’d 
get other students outside to water them, they 
picked trash up on the playground and so this 
has been a long time in the making for Eden.”  

Dr. Barb Hutton, Principal for both Hamel 
and Midway Elementary Schools, also made a 
presentation at the board meeting explaining 
how the district’s kindergarten through eighth 
graders had come together to support the Kids 
with Cancer organization.

“The inspiration for the organization came 
from a group of area sixth graders who wanted 

to show their support for a classmate who was 
battling cancer,” Hutton explained.  “In 1995, 
they planned a Hats On Day to show solidarity 
and friendship to a classmate who wore a hat to 
cover up his balding head when he started to lose 
his hair from chemotherapy.  District 7’s kinder-
garten through eighth grade students have sup-
ported this organization since 1999 by hosting a 
Hats On Day at each building in the spring and 
have raised over $44,000.”

Edwardsville District 7 Superintendent Ed 
Hightower personally thanked Hutton for her 
efforts. 

“While there have been other principals along 
the way support this effort, Dr. Hutton has really 
taken this project over the years and ran with it,” 
Hightower said.  “So she gets a great big thank 
you for all of her efforts and work in staying with 
this project.  This is one of the worthy projects 
that the school district and community can be 
involved in.”

During the business section of the meeting, 
Jennifer Halverson, a District 7 parent, and her 
daughter Dilyn both spoke to the board about the 
district’s Gifted and Talented program. Jennifer 
outlined differences between typical children 
and those who are gifted and talented, and 
although she will be enrolling Dilyn in a St. Louis 
school next fall, she asked the board to form a 
special committee “of parents of gifted children 
and qualified professionals to identify improve-
ment opportunities” as well as identify ways 
parents could support fundraising activities to 
implement any new programs.  

Dilyn, a sixth grader, spoke about her personal 
experiences in the classroom noting that as a 
gifted student she was “often not challenged” in 
middle school.  “For two out of the five periods, 
I am learning.  That’s learning - not being chal-
lenged.  I’m only challenged for one period,” she 
said.  

Edwardsville District 7 Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
Lynda Andre then provided a detailed overview 
of the district’s challenge program at the elemen-

tary schools and honors program at the middle 
schools and high school.  

She also explained how students are assessed 
at each level and how the district’s programs 
undergo changes to adapt to new state standards 
and education in the 21st century classroom.  “So 
the challenge program, although we’ve had it for 
a number of years, it has not been a static pro-
gram but rather it’s been dynamic – responsive 
to curricular changes, responsive to technology 
and the challenges, and certainly responsive to 
the students’ needs,” Andre emphasized.

Hightower pointed out that the district’s “job 
is to provide a holistic education for all of our 
students whether they are gifted and talented” 
or not.  “I think every parent here would say that 
their child or children are gifted and talented,” 
he noted.  

Having an extensive background himself with 
a gifted and talented program prior to becoming 
a superintendent, Hightower offered background 
from his personal experiences. “I dealt with the 
self-contained gifted programs as an elementary 
principal for 13 years – third, fourth and fifth 
grades – the best and brightest. . . took classes. 
. . and so I have a clear understanding of what 
you’re saying,” Hightower said.  “When I came 
to the district 19 years ago, I asked the board to 
change the philosophy from the self-contained 
gifted program to that of a pull-out program to 
address every students’ needs whether they are 
regular education, special education or the gifted 
and talented.  And I believe we are doing that 
and I will say the evidence is there to support it.”

In other board business, the board unani-
mously approved a bid for 2015-16 printer/fax 
cartridges in the amount of $35,834, renewal of 
EHS membership in the Illinois High School 
Association for the 2015-16 school year, the 2015-
16 District 7 Handbook and disposal of verbatim 
recordings from board of education closed ses-
sion meetings from Nov. 12, 2013 through Nov. 
25, 2013.

May bills were also approved in the amount 
of $821,096.70

EHS

Grafton's Music in the Park series returns
 For the Intelligencer

Grafton’s Music in the Park 
is a free concert series present-
ed by the Grafton Chamber of 
Commerce each summer on the 
banks of the mighty Mississippi 
River. 

 Matt Taul and Friends, an 
Americana band, kicks off the 
season June 4 at 7 p.m. at The 
Grove Memorial Park. The park 
is located at the corner of Main 

Street and Market (Rt. 3) in down-
town Grafton.

“Thursday nights in Grafton are 
very special; the people, music 
and calming mood is what small 
town charm is all about.” Carla 
Newton, organizer of the event, 
stated.  

Musicians perform under the 
gazebo while listeners enjoy the 
outdoor atmosphere and majes-
tic view of the Mississippi River. 
Picnic tables and benches are 
available but lawn chairs or blan-

kets are recommended. 
 The second concert will be Matt 

Livasy performing classic rock 
songs on Thursday, June 11 and 
will continue every Thursday in 
June and July with the last perfor-
mance Aug. 6 by Happenstance, 
known for its eclectic classic rock 
and pop performances. 

All concerts start at 7 p.m. and 
last approximately two hours. 
There will be a 50/50 drawing 
during the concerts with all pro-
ceeds to be donated to the Jersey 

Community High School band 
program.

 Concert goers are encouraged 
to bring a can or dry food donation 
that will be given to the Grafton 
Food Pantry. Rain or inclement 
weather may cancel this event.

 These concerts are free to the 
public and are funded in part 
by the Grafton Chamber of 
Commerce, Jersey State Bank 
and other area businesses. For 
more information, go to www.
EnjoyGrafton.com.
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