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Nepal is a small country located between 
China and India. And while it is about the 
size of Arkansas, Nepal is rich in history 
and culture, and is home to a variety of 
languages.  

Despite its remoteness, Nepal’s richness 
of languages provided the perfect research 
environment for a trio of Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville faculty. Kristine 
Hildebrandt, associate professor in the 
department of English language and litera-
ture, Shunfu Hu, professor in the department 
of geography and Jessica Krim, assistant pro-
fessor in the department of curriculum and 
instruction, traveled to Nepal to study its 
indigenous languages. 

For Hildebrandt, her initial interest in 
language came out of the program she was 
studying in for her Ph.D. in linguistics at 
the University of California Santa Barbara, 
which had a strong emphasis in cross-cul-
tural fieldwork. 

“There are over 100 languages spoken in 
Nepal,” she said. “These are distinct lan-
guages, plus countless dialects and varieties 
of those languages. It is a great place to do 
fieldwork because people are wonderful to 
work with. They are very accommodating. 
And I was lucky enough in my graduate 
program to become involved in a research 
project that was just beginning there at the 
time that would bring us to Nepal for that 
kind of work.” 

Although a geographer, Hu, who is of 
Chinese origin, thought he could also make 
important contributions to this research on 
linguistics.

“When Dr. Hildebrandt talked to me about 
studying the languages, especially endan-
gered languages in Nepal, I was interested in 
linking the speaking of the languages to the 
geographic context,” he said. “My interest is 
to see how those languages are geographi-
cally distributed and also use my research 
expertise in online mapping to demonstrate 
these languages to the public.” 

Hu found that there were many simi-
larities in terms of language and culture 
between Nepal and China. “The way that 
people interact with each other, the food 
they eat, some of the cultures, religions they 
practice, are all very similar to Southwestern 
China,” he said.

Krim found a strong application between 
this project and what she does as an educa-
tional researcher. “In Nepal, schools are basi-

cally community centers,” she explained. 
“They are the roots of where the language 
centers are. There is just a large group of 
people in those areas. So I looked at it from 
my point of view in order to study the edu-
cational system.” 

In many ways Nepal, despite its size, is 
a linguistic puzzle. Although Nepali is the 
official language, almost half of the country 
does not speak it.

“It is true Nepali is the official language, 
and it is the language of banking and offi-
cial business, and to the extent that you see 

active schooling going on it is the language 
of education. However, English is starting 
to have more a presence in schools as well. 
Despite that, when you leave the urban cen-
ters of Nepal you lose Nepali as a commonly 
spoken language,” explained Hildebrandt

This diversity of language is in big con-
trast with countries like the United States, 
where despite its size, most people speak the 
same language, and where original languag-
es like those spoken by Native Americans or 
other colonial languages, including Spanish, 
are not as dominant. 

“That is not the case in most other parts 
of the world,” added Hildebrandt. “In fact, 
many people in different parts of the world 
are not just bilingual, but trilingual or they 
are polyglots. And it’s not that big of a deal. 
It is true even for people who have had no 
formal education in their lives.” 

 It does help that the languages spoken 
in Nepal are closely related to each other. 
So while they are different, the differences 
are not that dramatic. We find a similar sit-
uation in China. Although Mandarin is the 
most widely spoken Chinese language, it 

is not the only one by any means. You have 
Cantonese, but you also have many region-
al languages. So how does commerce and 
everyday life get done in such places? 

“There are 52 minorities in China itself,” 
said Hu. “The main language everyone uses 
is Mandarin, but in practice everyone uses 
their own languages at home. Parents will 
speak their own languages with their kids. 
But when the kids go to school they speak 
Mandarin.” 

One of the languages of Nepal is Manange, 
currently spoken by no more than a couple 
hundred people. How do such languages 
survive?

“For students to actually learn it they 
need to be taught in their home language, 
but in order to survive in the world outside 
of their home language they need to know 
Nepali and even English,” said Krim. “As an 
educator I think it is important to learn all 
of them so that you can function in different 
societies.”

Hildebrandt said that countries like Nepal, 
with their many languages, pose many 
interesting questions. Should Nepali replace 
other languages, or should there be an addi-
tive approach, in which Nepali is added to 
the repertoire of local languages? To what 
extent can these languages be taught in 
school if they don’t have writing systems? It 
depends, according to Hildebrandt, on how 
well prepared schools are.

“How well are the local schools equipped 
in terms of where the teachers get their 
training, and how they interact in a local 
school system to handle a task of bringing in 
local languages? Is the local school system a 
functioning system to begin with? We found 
some issues and gaps in how the school 
systems function on a day to day level,” 
she said. “And that’s even before you try to 
introduce a new level of pedagogy and cur-
riculum in language teaching.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Some languages in Nepal in danger of disappearing
Aldemaro Romero Jr.
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Dr. Shunfu Hu, Dr. Kristine Hildebrandt, and Dr. Jessica Krim during their recent trip to Nepal. 
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“As of today we have close to 70 artists. Right around 20 percent of them 
are from more then 90 miles away, so I’m expecting them – unless they 
have loved ones in the area – they're going to be staying in our neighbor-
hood hotels,” Link said.

Further, Link said the hope is to compete with some of the other art fairs 
in the area.

“Clayton last year had $1.4 million in sales, Belleville in 2013 had a $1.2 
million in sales. The city netted over $100,000 in sales tax. That’s Belleville 
,that’s one of our neighbors… this is their 14th year, so 10 years from now 
I would like to see if we can’t exceed that and really do well,” Link said. 

Finance chairman Tom Butts said he thinks this is a very exciting event 
and it hits the mark for what tourism fund requests are intended for.

The $5,000 will be paid in two installments: one before the event and the 
second after the event is completed.

A motion and second were made and the request was approved.
In other business, the council approved a single source purchase of 

Inmotion Mobile Routers.
The routers are for the Edwardsville Fire Department to hook up to their 

mobile cardiac monitors.
Public Safety Chairman Janet Stack said the item was a single source 

since the Inmotion Mobile Routers are the only ones compatible with the 
city’s current cardiac monitors and the amount exceeded the budget by 
$500. 

A motion and second were made and the single source purchase was 
approved unanimously.

The council also approved a class G-2 liquor license for Recess Brewing 
LLC, a class F special event liquor license for Bin-51 for an event to be held 
at Leclaire Park, a tobacco license for Pharaoh’s Hookah Cafe and a license 
to conduct a raffle for the Edwardsville Knights of Columbus.

Finally, the council approved the appointment of James Arnold to the 
Recreation, Arts and Special Events Board.

Arnold is a former Edwardsville High School soccer player who current-
ly works for Madison County in community development.
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The day after his encounter with Ballard, the Archers test ride rode the 
bikes; they bought them. During the trip home, they decided to open an 
electric bike store in Edwardsville. They obtained the business license, 
insurance and other paperwork over the summer. 

Electric bikes have been around since 2007. They have come a long way 
from the wet-cell battery days. Those batteries were unreliable and a bit 
dangerous, Archer says. Pedego bikes today are powered by a rectangular 
lithium ion battery whose sleeve can be slipped out from under the seat 
and plugged into a standard wall charger. A full charge can take from two 
to six hours, and Archer usually allows four hours for a charge which can 
give him 40 to 50 miles of riding. But that also depends on how much a 
rider wants to pedal. “If you only want the motor and don’t pedal at all, 
we know they’ll go 20 miles at 20 mph,” he says. “So if you back that off 
and only ride 10 mph, you’ll gain that in efficiency.” 

Pedego markets electric bikes as a way to have fun, lose weight, and 
allow people with rheumatoid arthritis, knee problems and other health 
issues to gain mobility and also exercise as much as their condition allows.

 The vehicles are governed by federal and state laws pertaining to 
low-powered electric bikes. The state law, passed in 2010, prohibits those 
under 16 years of age from riding electric bikes. A governor caps the speed 
at 20 mph but, Archer says, “if you pedal faster, that’s OK.”

That allows electric bikes to be ridden in the streets. And they don’t 
require registration, license plates or specific health insurance coverage.

And, unlike mopeds, electric bikes are permissible on bike paths. 
Archer has several upcoming riding tours planned, including a one-

hour guided tour to familiarize riders with the bike and the bike paths. 
A basic model electric bike starts at $3,610, and add-on features – such 

as vinyl seats and handlebars and balloon, kevlar-lined tires –  increase 
the price. 

The Archers have ridden bikes for more than 50 years. But in their 
promotional literature, Dave Archer says the electric bike experience is a 
totally different experience. “One that makes you wanna smile!”  
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"We will have two 50-inch TVs plus a portable 
blow up screen that is roughly 10-feet by 10-feet 
that will use a projector once the sun has gone 
down.  As for which games will be shown other 
then the local games will depend on which live 
game seems to be the better game. If the Cardinals 
are still trying to clinch then that would be an 
important game and would get the 10x10 screen. 
It looks as if the Mizzou vs South Carolina game 
will be the marquee college football matchup for 
the weekend with both teams potentially ranked 

in the top 10. The main factor in deciding which 
games will be shown will be the best match up at 
the time and public opinion.”

If the big screen TVs don’t provide enough 
competition, the bean bag tournament may help.

West said there are still openings available for 
interested teams.

The entry fee is $21 per team and registration 
can be handled online at www.glen-carbon.il.us 
or in person at the village of Glen Carbon clerk’s 
office. 

“We will be giving out cash prizes to the top 
four teams,” West said.

The musical lineup features the Robert Perry 
Band with the Original Mojos, featured at last 
year’s Glenfest, performing from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m.

Baywolfe, a new addition, will take the stage 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Like Homecoming, no Glen Carbon tax dollars 
are used to support Glenfest.

Unlike Homecoming, sponsors are not solicited 
and vendors are limited.

A fireworks display is planned for 9:30 p.m.
Guests are invited to bring lawn chairs and 

blankets to the event. No coolers, outside food or 
beverages will be permitted.

Unused beer tokens from Homecoming will 
again be honored at the beer tent. Tokens will also 
be available for purchase.

Parking for the event will be available on the 
Citizens Park baseball field, behind Fire Station 
No. 1. Handicapped parking will be available in 
the lot next to the Glen Carbon Centennial Library.

Continued from Page 1

“We are hoping to provide a little 
more activity prior to the movie 
and see if we can get more families 
to enjoy a free night out,” she stat-
ed. The last two movies have been 

moved to Saturday nights to avoid 
conflicts with football.

Two young women will be dressed 
as Elsa and Anna from "Frozen," and 
moviegoers are also encouraged to 
come in costume. Ridgeway Portrait 
Design of Maryville will be on hand 
to take pictures of the princesses 
and movie guests. Ridgeway will 
provide the free picture within a few 
seconds of taking it.

Approximately a dozen busi-
nesses will be providing treats 
and attendance prizes, including: 
Donatello's Restaurant, Edison's 
Entertainment, Foley Dental, Kurt's 
Carstar, Maryville Library, Maryville 
Pharmacy, St. Luke's Methodist 
Church, SewTime Embroidery, Shell 
Credit Union, Tom Chouinard with 
State Farm, Cindy Vaughn with 
Tastefully Simple, Thrivent Financial 

and Walgreens of Maryville. 
Four sponsors are providing the 

movie and free Bobby’s Frozen 
Custard: Citizens for Dwight Kay, 
Shell Community Federal Credit 
Union, M. Joe Semanisin and Cathy 
Baughman of Thrivent Financial.

In case of rain, the movie will be 
shown on Sunday, Sept. 21. The last 
movie in the series will be "Monster 
University" on Saturday, Oct. 4.
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Kampsville, in  Calhoun County, will cele-
brate its 34th annual Od Settlers Days on Oct. 
11-12.

The Kampsville Riverfront will come alive 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
Teepees and tents will fill the park for a fun-
filled week-end.

Dan Barth, “Medicine Man”, will join Chris 
Camp, “The Whip Guy” in putting on a Wild 
West Show.

 The “Circle of Friends” band will be on stage 
throughout the day. Bring your lawn chairs or 
sit on a straw bale and enjoy the music. 

Pioneers crossed the Illinois prairie in cov-
ered wagons in the early 1800’s and settled 
along the majestic scenic bluffs of the Illinois 
River bank, the setting for Old Settlers Days.  
Demonstrators, crafters, and re-enactors re-cre-
ate those times. 

Visitors can see soap making, blacksmithing, 
bow building, flint knapping, old tool displays, 
woodworking, chainsaw carving, and other 
demonstrators. Herbs, soaps, potpourri, and 
candles can be purchased.

Take a stroll through the Mountain Men area 
with its many lodges, blanket traders and con-
tinuous activities.

Visit the Civil War encampment with soldiers 
in full dress and the periodic firing of a canon 
across the Illinois River.

Children can enjoy the petting zoo, pony 
rides, jewelry making, face-painting, old time 
peddle cars, and play in the children’s area.  
Moms and Dads can shop the many craft booths 
offering a large variety of items.  

Karmel korn, pork skins, sauerkraut/ brats, 
and potato chips are cooked in iron kettles. 
There will be plenty of delicious food from 
fish to French onion soup.  Pork chops, chicken 
and dumplings, hot dogs, ham and beans, fried 
apples, fried pies, ribeyes, biscuits/ gravy, chili, 
ice cream, and lots of tasty baked goods are 

among many of the foods that can be washed 
down with lemonade or homemade root beer.--
and don’t forget to grab a turkey leg or buffalo 
burger. Buy a bag of Calhoun apples, home-
made apple butter, or a jar of freshly made jams 
and jellies. 

Take a carriage ride around the historic vil-
lage.  Stop by the Calhoun Historical tent to see 
Calhoun as it once was. 

Admission is free. There is ample parking and 
the grounds are handicapped accessible.

For more information call, (618) 465-2114

Old Settlers Days planned in Kampsville

This painting by Ken Martin shows Kampsville as it once appeared.
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